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REGISTRATION OF NURSING 
HOMES. 


4 was progressive of the College of Nursing to 
introduce a Bill for the registration of nursing 


homes; such action brings the question to the 
front and stimulates interest, and from many 
doubt come wisdom. 


counsellors there will no 


The general opinion of nurses is that the Bill does 
not go far enough; while medical men consider 
that in some ways it goes too far. To lay down, 
as the Bill does, that premises must be sanitary 
and suitable and that the head must be a registered 
nurse is good, but it does not touch the chief 
complaint against bad nursing homes: that of 
bad nursing and bad food, for, after all, even a 
registered nurse might conceivably, for the sake 
of profit, employ only untrained nurses. On the 
other hand, doctors are rightly indignant at the 
records of private patients, their illnesses and 
treatment, being open to an inspector (doctor or 





nurse) and reported on to the Ministry of Health 
they regard it as an encroachment on professional 
secrecy and liberty. Some want the exemption 
of medical men who take patients into their private 
houses. Medical women have passed a resolution 
that any inspector in the case of a doctor’s private 
house should be a doctor and not a nurse and that 
a doctor taking not more than one patient should be 
exempt. Meetings have been taking place between 
representatives of the College and of the British 
Medical Association, and the latter body is awaiting 
a Bill 


evidence of the need for such 


With regard to London nursing homes which 


are also lying-in homes, the L.C.C., in order to 
avoid double registration, is seeking to have the 
Bill amended. The way out of the difficulty is 
thought to be an extension of Part IV. of the L.C.C 
(General Powers) Act, 1921, to all premises used 
or intended to be used for both lying-in or general 
nursing cases. This would leave the new measure 
to deal only with nursing homes not intended 
to be used for lying-in cases, and recommend- 


ations to this effect have been made. 


The whole question as to the need for the Bill 
will, however, be settled by Parliament, for the 
Government is setting up a Select Committee to 
consider the registration of nursing homes and the 


possibility of legislation. 


The second reading of the Nursing Homes 
(Registration) Bill was on the Order Paper for 
last Friday's sitting of the House of Commons, 
but, owing to the length of time taken by other 
orders which preceded it, Lt.-Col. Hurst was not 
able to move the measure until a few moments 
before the House rose. In the short time, 
however, he elicited a promise from the Govern- 
ment that they would set up a Select Committee 
to deal with the question, and on that under- 
standing he withdrew the Bill. A report of the 


proceedings will be found in our news pages. 








NURSING NOTES. 


THE CALL FOR NURSES. 


In the House of Commons on Friday last week 
Mr. Day asked the Minister of Health whether 
he was aware of the difficulty being experienced 
by hospitals and infirmaries under his authority 
of obtaining the most suitable type of young 
women as nurses; and whether he would make the 
necessary suggestion to local authorities with a view 
to conditions, hours of labour and remuneration 
being so improved as to allow nurses and sisters 
a greater measure of freedom for recreation, 
untrammelled by rules and regulations, in order 
that the best type of women might be attracted 
to this vocation. Mr. Neville Chamberlain replied : 
I am aware that difficulties of this kind have been 
experienced, but I understand that the position 
is better than it was and that the conditions of 
employment have generally been substantially 
improved, and I see no advantage in my inter- 
vention in the manner suggested. 
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THE WORK OF THE G.N.C. OFFICE. 


WE welcome the publication from month to 
month of figures which help the profession 
generally to understand the gigantic task of 
State Registration and the burden which rests 
upon the G.N.C. Registrar and her staff. During 
May 9,540 letters were received and 14,635 
despatched and 550 interviews were granted.— 
nearly 1,000 letters per working day and over 
20 interviews. Miss Riddell and her staff are to 
be congratulated on the amount of work got 
through. 


REMEMBER JUNE 30th! 


As was anticipated, the applications for State 
registration are increasing with the approach of 
the last day of the last period of grace, and we 
hope all “ intermediate” nurses (i.e., those who 
have completed their training since November 
Ist, 1919) realise that, whatever their qualifi- 
cations may be, unless they apply on or before 
June 30th there remains, after that ‘date, only 
one way of getting on the register, namely 
by examination. Nearly 2,200 applications 
were received during the five weeks ended 
June 6th, bringing the total of applications since 
the Register opened to over 50,000. Of that total 
46,000 have been approved for registration, and 
so far only just over 800 have been declared in- 
eligible ; 932 have been withdrawn. The number 
of applications still incomplete or remaining to 
be dealt with is 2,616. Notification of the 


closing date of the period of grace has been in- 
serted frequently in our columns as well as in 
newspapers at home and abroad. 
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REPRESENTATION ON THE G.N.C, 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 

THERE seemed to be considerable divergence of 
opinion at the G.N.C. meeting last week as to the 
advisability of allowing every branch of nursing 
to be represented on the Education and Examin- 
ation Committee which, Dr. Bedford Pierce 
pointed out, performs the most important work 
undertaken by the Council. In view of the fact 
that every branch has a common interest in the 
preliminary examination, full representation on 
the Committee seems to us not only desirable but 
just. Apart from proper representation at elec- 
tion times—obviously the ideal—the co-option 
principle should surely be established, and we are 
glad the Committee has given that principle its 
sanction. 


THE NEW REGISTER. 
THE 1925 State Register is to be ready early 
next month, with over 10,000 names added to the 


1924 issue and 1,618 removed owing to deaths, 


resignations and non-payment of retention fees to 
say nothing of upwards of 12,000 changes of ad- 
dresses—a great work ! Nurses can help in keeping 
the Register up to date by being prompt with notifi- 


cation of change of address and payment of 


retention fees. 
PRINCESS MARY'S PORTRAIT. 
Tue beautiful signed portrait of Princess 
Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, sent by her Royal 


Highness to the Registrar of the G.N.C., 
will indeed be an ornament to the Council 


Chamber where it is to be hung; it will always be 
a reminder of the happy occasion earlier in the 
year, when the Princess formally opened the 
Parliament House of the nursing profession. 


aan COLLEGE OF NURSING. 

WitTH the present year, as the tenth annual 
report reminds us, the College of Nursing enters 
the last year of its first decade. All who saw 
its beginnings in 1916 and who have watched 
its career during these nine years will admit that 
it has fully justified the hopes and aspirations 
with which it was launched. This year, moreover, 
should see the College housed in the fine new 
building, of which we published a photograph 
recently; and the last day of 1925 marks the 
end of the period of grace during which existing 
nurses can become members; three years hence 
(April, 1928) State registration will be a sine qua 
non. On another page we give an abstract of 
the more important points in the report. 


PENSIONS FOR DISTRICT NURSES. 

THE Joint Committee of County Nursing 
Associations has recommended the adoption of 
the Shropshire scheme for pensions (approved by 
the Queen’s Institute) rather than the one put 
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forward by the Institute. The Shropshire scheme, 


of which we have already given details, would be 
Assurance 


worked through the Equitable Life 
Society. A nurse entering at 30 would, it is 
stated, get a pension of about £34 a year at 55, 
or a cash benefit of about £460. 
some such scheme established. 


INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES. 

In about a month the interesting Congress 
takes place in Finland of the International Council 
of Nurses; we have already published the pro- 
gramme. Most of the European countries will 
be represented, and the United States is sending 
a strong party. Great Britain, unfortunately, 
has only a few delegates; the General Nursing 
Council and the College of Nursing will not be 
represented. The explanation is that the LC.N. 
admits to affiliation only self-governing bodies 
of nurses, that is, those whose Council is composed 
entirely of nurses. The College of Nursing has 
doctors and lay persons on its Council, and it is 
therefore not eligible to send delegates, and 
naturally does not care to be invited as a favour 
with no official status. Various suggestions have 
been made to meet this difficulty, such as the 
changing of the constitution, or the admission 
of ‘‘ associate members,” which are likely to be 
strongly opposed by the original founders, whose 
idea is to keep the organisation free from the 
power of hospital governors or of wealthy outsiders, 
and who object also to the suggested affiliation 
with the League of Red Cross Societies, which is 
a charitable body in peace and a military body in 
war. A correspondent suggests that the College 
of Nursing might affiliate if it removed its medical 
and lay Council members to a consultative com- 
mittee. In any case, it is a pity, and rather 
absurd, that a body containing 24,000 nurses, 
many times larger than any other nurses’ society, 
should not be represented. 


FOR OLDER NURSES. 

Our Fund grows day by day, and our readers, 
as we knew they would, are playing up nobly 
Money is needed urgently, and also personal 
sympathy. We commend to the notice of all 
the suggestion in a letter from Miss Cave which 
we published last week, namely, that much 
might be done to brighten the lives of elderly 
poor nurses by organising short motor trips, 
visits to pictures, needlework parties, or teas, 
“in the right spirit which makes for enjoyment 
and has no taint of charity.” We fre- 
quently hearing of older nurses, living alone, with 
none of the opportunities of social enjoyment 
which are to most of us a matter of course, that 
we gladly pass on the idea. It is our aim, 
whether through our “ House of Dreams” or 
in some other way, to bring gladness into lives 
which often lack even necessaries, to say nothing 
of luxuries. 
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EVENTS OF THE WEEK. 
June 241) 


NUNDAY was the 250th anniversary of the laying 
% 4 the foundation stone of St. Paul's Cathedral 


; r Wren 
Lhe number of unemployed on June 9th showed 
increase of 43,894 for the week, and this gave a rise of 
263,685 above the c rresponding week of last year 
Among reasons given for the great increase ar 


the shutting of more coal mines, the closing down of 
more blast Lancashire 
cotton mills because of 


discharges in the 
loss of foreign orders, 


furnaces 


and the 


the high cost of production here The last detailed 
Statistics given are for May 25, and show that the 
towns sullering most from unempk yment were 
Glasgow with 69,664, Liverpool with 57,641, Belfast 
43,397, Manchester came next with 27,679 

During the month of May the cost of living fell 
one point It is now 72 above the pre-war figur« 


The annual report of the General Federation of 


Trade Unions records a decline in membership It 
now 830,316 as against 920,050 last year 

Speaking in the House of Commons on the strikes 
in Shanghai and other Chinese ports, Mr Austen 
Chamberlain said that China had for so long been torn 


by civil wars that it 
Government pre 


was difficult to find a central 
pared to deal with the situation. Our 


immediate duty was to protect British lives and 
| property there All the Powers must act together t 
| arrive at a solution, but good-will must be shown by 
the Chinese central and local authorities in repressing 
disorders 

The Prince of Wales has visited Pretoria and 
Johannesburg, and in both places had most enthus 
lastic welcomes from dense crowds 

Near Arrochar, in Dumbartonshire, three your 
people were killed, and 5 injured, through the falling 
of an elm tree on the rear portion of a passing motor 


coac 

Mrs. Norah English, one of the seriously injured by 
the overturning of a bus in London last Wednesday 
died in the Metropolitan Hospital on Saturday She 
birth to a daughter on Friday night 

An unexploded Zeppelin bomb 
garden at Woodbridge, where structural 
were being made 


gave 


found in a 
alterations 


was 


Tne Shanghai negotiations between representatives 


of the Diplomatic Body at Peking and the Chines« 
delegation have been broken off owing to the impos- 
sible demands of the Chinese The Chinese Ministry 


of Communications have ordered all their employees 

posts, telegraphs, railways, to give one day’s pay 
monthly to the strikers. The state of affairs in 
Shanghai and in Northern China is much about the 
same, but in the South, at Canton and Hong-Kong 
matters are worse 

In a recent speech Zinovieff had “ 
in stating that the propaganda 
Communist International in the Orient, and parti 
cularly in China, meeting with even greater 
success than they had dared to hope 

Captain Amundsen and his party have all returned 
safely to Norway. They were found by a Norwegian 
sealing Through insufficiency of petrol his 
party was obliged to descend 136 miles from th 
North Pol The planes were soon caught in the ice 
but, after a time, on which 
they returned part of the way 

Mr. C. R. Das, the leader of 
and Mayor of Calcutta, died suddenly at Darjeeling 

The French Captain Delingette who, with his wife 
and a mechanic, set out in a motor from Oran, Algeria, 
to go to the Cape, has reached Johannesburg after 
stirring adventures. 


much pleasure 
conducted by the 


was 


vessel 


they were able to free one, 


the Sevarajist party 
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MENTALLY DEFECTIVE BAB\ES:—THEIR RECOGNITION, 


TREATMENT AND TRAINING.* 
By Joun Tomson, M.D., F.R.C.P.Edin., Consulting Physician to the Royal Edinburgh Hospital 
for Sick Children. 


HERE are three distinct stages in the lives 
T of the mentally defective—before school 

age, during school age, and after school 
age; and, although the principles of their treat- 
ment are the same in all the stages, the practical 
details in each are quite different and the people 
who can give most help in carrying them out 
are also different. 

In the earliest of these periods, which is really 
the most important of the three so far as the 
children’s training is concerned, they can only be 
helped through their mothers. There is no other 
way. It is at this stage, therefore, that you, as 
the friends of the mothers, can do more to help 
them than almost anyone else. That is why it 
is specially about mentally defective babies and 
little children that I am going to speak to you 
this afternoon. 

Those of you who see many babies in the course 
of your work are sure, from time to time, to meet 
with some of these children. Fortunately they 
are not very numerous; but what I wish to im- 
press on you strongly is that, though few in 
numbers, they form a really important part of 
your charge, because they need your help more 
than most of the other children with whom you 
have to do. 


Their mothers also need your help even more | 


than they do. I need scarcely tell you that to 
have a baby of this sort is one of the biggest 
troubles any woman can have. 

You may very likely not be specially consulted 
about the children, for they may not be ill in the 
ordinary sense or have need of medicine or of 
any special nursing or feeding. If, however, 
you show a friendly and tactful interest in them 
without, of course, letting it be seen that you 
think them mentally defective, the mothers will 
be pleased and you will generally be able to 
gain their confidence so that they will allow you 
to help them in many ways, 

It is sometimes surprising how Nature teaches 
these mothers good ways of bringing their 
children on; but certainly in most cases they are 
quite at a loss to know how to deal with them 
and much in need of guidance as well as of 
sympathy, and, above all, of encouragement to 
persevere, 

Di1aGnosis.—How are you to know if a baby’s 
brain is not growing properly—in other words, 
if he is mentally defective? 

You have to find the answer to this question 
partly from what his mother tells you, and partly 
from what you see for yourself. Usually it is 





*Lecture delivered in the College ‘of Nursing, Edinburgh, 
on April 21st, 1925. 


better however not to put many questions to the 
mother at first. She may not like it if you do, 
and probably in the course of her conversation 
she will tell you quite enough to let you see how 
matters stand with the child. 

While you are talking to her you will learn a 
great deal from watching the baby. (1). In 
some cases you have only to look at him to see 
at once from his appearance that, mentally, he 
is not quite like other children. There are a 
number of diseases that babies may be born 
with, of which mental defect is an important 
symptom, and which are not very difficult to 
recognise because they give the child such a 
peculiar look. When you see that anyone of 
these is present, you may be sure that mental 
defect to some extent is there also, even although 
the baby is too young as yet to have shown any- 
thing wrong in his behaviour. 

Among these diseases are hydrocephalus, 
microcephalus, cretinism, and mongolism, also 
spastic diplegia, a condition which is due to the 
presence of serious disease of the brain or to 
the result of some injury to it, and is character- 
ised by great stiffness of all the muscles of the 
body. If the baby’s head is much smaller than it 
should be for his age, you may also be quite 
sure that there is something far wrong with his 
brain. 

(2). In a few cases, although you may not 
see much amiss with the child when he 1s 
sleeping, you will easily recognise his mental 
defect when he is awake, because of his 
unnatural gestures and actions. He is constantly 
grimacing and gaping, rolling his head and his 
eves about, or screaming without any obvious 
cause. In a few cases also, the baby is so dull and 
listless from the first, that he shows no interest 
in anything, and sometimes cannot even be 
persuaded to take the breast or the bottle. 

(3). Another thing, besides the child’s appear- 





ance, which is important, is whether he is in the 
habit of having any sort of fits or “ faint turns.” 

As you all know, many normal babies have fits 
now and then, from various causes which have 
nothing to do with any serious disease of the 
brain, and do not interfere with its health. If 
a baby however goes on having fits for a long 
time, this should always make you anxious; for 
it probably means that he has some serious 
disease which, besides causing them, is also 
interfering with his mental development. 

This is especially the case with the lesser kind 
of fits which are called petit mal attacks, for they 
| rarely occur except when there is an incurable 


| disease in the brain. 
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Mentally Defective Babies— Continued. 

These fits are often extremely slight at first 
in their symptoms. The baby, from time to 
time, sometimes only once or twice a day, though 
usually much oftener, sudden jerk 
forward of his head, shoulders and limbs. Then, 
there is a short period of noisy breathing and 
unconsciousness, and he comes quickly to him- 
self again and seems all right. 

The attacks seem so slight that his mother often 
thinks little or nothing of them; yet the outlook 
for the baby is very grave indeed. As the months 
pass, his head does not grow larger like those of 
other babies, and he is very long in beginning 
to do and notice things, as they do, 

(4). In the great majority of cases especially 
the slighter ones, your recognition of the presence 
of mental defect, during the first few years of 
life, has to depend mainly on your noticing that 
the children are winaturally slow in learning to 
behave like other children of their age. This 
is often difficult to make out during the early 
weeks and months, because the baby’s actions 
are as yet so few and simple. If you study the 
ways of other babies, however, you will soon 
learn to notice very early when there is much 
wrong with him. (a). You may find, for 
example, that he is backward in learning the 
natural movements of his body and limbs. Thus, 
you should always be anxious if, without any 
apparent reason, he is much too long in beginning 
to hold up his head, to sit up, to use his hands, 
to stand, and to walk: and shows none of the 
eager desire that other babies have to trv to do 
things. It is a bad sign too if, when left alone, 
he always lies quite still, and takes no pleasure 
in kicking his arms and legs about. (6). It is 
even worse if he does not seem to see and hear 
ordinary sights and sounds, although he is neither 
blind nor deaf; and if he is slow in responding 
to his mother’s voice, to her smile, and even to her 
touch, or at a later stage, in understanding what 
she says to him and in trying to speak. If his 
case is a very bad one, he may show no interest 
at all in his mother, and even be unable to distin- 
guish her from a stranger. 

The mentally defective child is usually, though 
not always, very late in beginning to control his 
bladder and bowel, and in learning to let his 
mother know when he needs to be attended to 
As he grows older also, he has often a difficulty 
in controlling his saliva, so that it constantly 
dribbles from his mouth. (c). As time passes, 
you notice other signs that the baby’s intelligence 
is not growing as it should. He is lacking in 
ordinary sense and does not understand the 
meaning even of simple and familiar happenings. 
He does not reason, he cannot keep his attention 
hxed on anything for any length of time; and 
he shows no sign of remembering either people 
or things. (d). He is also long in learning to 
express his feelings like other children. He 


gives a 


607 


cries and laughs without cause, and in some cases 
scarcely ever cries or laughs at all. 

ProGnosis.—IVhat is 
babies? With regard to this questior 
three things may be said :- 

(1) Many of them will die in infancy. They 
generally have less power of resisting the effects 
of disease than other children, and 
whooping-cough, influenza, and tuberculosis ar 
all apt to be more fatal to them than to others. 

(2) Except in the case of cretinism, babies who 
are born mentally defective always remain so. 
Although they will usually improve very much 
as the result of training, they can never grow 
into normal children, 

During the years that follow babyhood the child 
is of course in his mother’s charge. This is the 
time for him to be trained as far as possible in 
conduct and given such ideas of responsibility 
and self-reliance as he is able to take in. The 
success of his later schooling will depend largely 
on what use has been made of it. 


going LO be COME Pi 


’ 
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When the child reaches school age, which in 
his case may be years later than usual, he may 
need skilled teaching or special care of some sort, 
for which it may be necessary for him to be sent 
to a special institution or boarding-school. Such 
a place may be very good for him, because there, 
besides learning more, he will have far more 
freedom than he could ever have in a private 
house and will lead a much more open-air life. 

Only a few of the slighter cases will be 
self-supporting when they grow up; but many 
will be able for work of some kind. This, though 
iit may not support them, will have the great 
advantage of keeping them busy and contented. 

(3) The main thing to be borne in mind i- 
that almost all the children are capable of being 
greatly improved in the course of time by proper 
training and made much happier than they could 
have been without it. It must also be remem 
bered that systematic training is not only the best 
thing for the child in the present, but that it will 
certainly have a most important influence on his 
future life. For it will make him a far 
docile and capable scholar when he comes later 
into the hands of special teachers. If his mother 
is taught and encouraged in what she can do to 
help him, it will usually also make the greatest 
difference to her happiness and contentment, and 
be a source of satisfaction and encouragement 
to her in many ways. 

Cherefore although you cannot hope to cure a 
mentally defective child, the amount of happiness 
his training brings to his mother as well as to 
himself makes it well worth all. the trouble it 
takes to carry out. 

Treatment. Before considering the details 
of treatment, there is another matter to be men- 
tioned. This is the question as to what you are 
to say to the parents if they ask you what is 
wrong with the child. If they know already 


more 
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Mentally Defective Babies— Continued. 

that the child’s mind is affected, there will be 
little or no difficulty. Very many of them, 
however, have no idea that the ways in which 
their baby is unlike others mean that there is 
anything wrong with his mind. When they do 
not realize this fact you should always be careful 
to avoid being the first to suggest it to them. If 
you do so, before the possibility of it has occurred 
to themselves, you will probably only hurt their 
feelings and discourage them. If they will allow 
you to leave them to find out the real state of 
matters for themselves it will be far better. Their 
own observation and common sense will teach 
them all they need to know with less distress by 
the time they are able to benefit from the infor- 
mation. Generally all that the mother needs to 
be told about the present is that her child is 
unlike the ordinary run of babies in not being 
able, as yet, to do certain common things as well 
as they do; and, as to the future, that with 
patience and careful training he will come to do 
many of these things, but that only time will 
show how far his improvement is likely to go, 
and especially that it will depend largely on the 
amount of trouble she takes with him. Besides 
the danger of hurting the parents’ feelings and 
discouraging them, there is another reason for 
not saying too much to them at this stage. This 
is that, as we have seen, many of these babies 
die within the first few years of life. When this 
happens it is generally better for everyone con- 
cerned if the fact that the child was mentally 
affected has been known only to the doctor and 
the visitor. 

So far as the child is concerned, the great 
object of the treatment is to make him as happy 
and as good as possible. As his future happiness 
will depend largely on how many things he can 
and does do and notice and on how far other 
people like him, you must try in every possible 
way to make him more capable and more likeable. 

He must be got to do everything he can for 
himself and you must especially try to give him 
as good manners as other children. He must 
be checked at once if he makes faces or makes 
grunting or snuffling noises, or does anything else 
by which he becomes unpleasant company for 
others. He must, for example, be stopped when- 
ever he begins any of the other bad habits which 
children like him are apt to form—such as 
swaying his body or his head backwards and for- 
wards, sucking his thumb or his tongue, eating 
earth or anything else that is unfit for food, and 
so on. 

When you find that a baby shows any 
signs of being backward, he should be examined 
by a doctor to find if possible what is wrong 
with him and if any special treatment is necessary, 
The help that the doctor can give to a mother 
in the course of one or two interviews does 
not amount to very much, Even if, in the short 





time he spends in seeing her child and questioning 
her, he is able to find out everything he wishes to 
know aljout the case and to see how the mother 
can best be dealt with, and, if he tells her clearly 
everything she should do for the child, she still 
cannot carry away much from her talk with him. 
Though keenly interested in it all, she is usually 
far too anxious and put about to remember half 
of it when the time comes to put it into practice, 

Many of the mothers of mentally defective 
babies are particularly sensible and thoughtful 
women, and quickly realize what they have to do. 
Some have so little sense on the subject that it is 
no easy matter to help them at all. The majority 
however, so far as my experience goes, are very 
anxious to do everything they can for their child- 
ren, and show a great deal of intelligence in fol- 
lowing directions if they are clearly explained to 
them. In most cases I think you will find it 
best to begin by giving the mother a leaflet which 
states clearly the main points she should attend 
to.t When she has mastered these few simple 
rules, and is trying to carry them out, it is a 
further advantage to let her have also a little 
book which tells her more fully what you wish 
her to do.) The giving of a simple manual of 
this kind to the mother is certainly a step in the 
right direction ; but it is only a step. Much more 
is needed, for even such a small book requires 
a great deal of study, and must be read over and 
over again for a long time before its lessons can 
be learned, remembered and acted upon. 

Many intellegent working-class mothers and 
others also are unaccustomed to gather ideas for 
practical purposes from printed instructions, and 
have great difficulty in doing so. It is therefore 
quite necessary in most cases that you or someone 
else whom she feels at home with should visit the 
mother regularly until she has learned her lesson. 
She should be encouraged to study the directions 
for herself and the visitor must study them also 
so that she may be able to give advice on all 
matters of difficulty as they arise. 





We are glad to see that the recent terrible case in 
which a patient was poisoned by an overdose of strychnine, 
given by an unqualified nurse at an Isolation Hospital, 
has led to a question in Parliament. Colonel Day rightly 
asked if the Minister of Health would see that only fully 
qualified nurses were allowed to administer poisonous 
medicines, and got the reply that the Minister had no 
control over the internal administration of Isolation 
Hospitals, but that the District Council were “‘ taking all 
possible steps to prevent the recurrence of such an 
accident.”’ It is time that the Ministry of Health obtained 
the power to insist on the employment of trained nurses 


¢ Copies of this may be obtained from the Central 
Association for Mental Welfare, 24, Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, S.W.1. Price 4d. per dozen. 
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|| A little book for this purpose called “ Opening 
Doors” may be obtained from the Publishers, Messrs. 
Oliver and Boyd, Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh, and 
33, Paternoster Row, London, E.C. Price 6d., am 
5/- per dozen. 
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OUR FUND FOR NURSES. 


Why Not Collect ? 

IN sending a welcome contribution of {1, a 
correspondent writes : ‘“‘ I know most nurses have 
little to spare out of their small salaries, but 
surely they can collect a little. On reading of 
your fund, I put down my own shilling, then I 
wrote home and demanded Is. each from my 
mother, brother and sister; I went to tea with 
friends and got 3s. from them, and in meeting 
other municipal nurses (and even the doctor !) 
at the Town Hall I asked, and in two days I 
had the pound I send herewith. Surely other 
nurses can do the same.” 

Here is an example which we ask all our readers 
to follow. It is quite unnecessary to beg or to 
cajole. Everyone who can afford it will gladly 
give Is. if it is explained that this is to help old 
or sick nurses, women who have worked their 
hardest and are now, through no fault of their 
own, dependent on others. Moreover, every 
shilling goes to this object without any deduction 
jor expenses. 

The “ House of Dreams ” appeals to everyone. 
It is a big proposition. But why not? Aim 
high, even if you do not succeed. Nurses raise 
hundreds of pounds for their hospital—last week 
we gave instances of over £4,000 and another of 
£3,000. Will they not do as much for other 
nurses who have no one to appeal for them ? 


What about collections, a jumble sale, an 
entertainment ? Please send suggestions and 
ideas. 


It should be mentioned that while the fund is being 
collected any incidental expenses are borne by us, so 
that every penny subscribed will go direct to poor nurses 
Cheques and postal orders should be crossed and sent to 
the Editor, THE NursinG TiMEs, Messrs. Macmillan and 
Co., St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2. 


Already acknowledged .. ; ‘ ‘ {74 17 10 
“A Reader’ ze ns Re oe 2 6 
M.A.D.M. ron as , ee ah 10 O 
D.E.F.G. ace : i aa 1 0 O 
‘Late Queen’s Nurse bad aa 5 60 
M.T. ae Sain ; ; ; ; 6 6 
M.B as =e ; ; sind 1 0 0 
“ District Nurse ’ ‘ a 5 (0 
* Sea-gull ”’ —_ ; — 2 6 
K.W. es bute an ; ; 5 (0 
A.M.P. ahd hd ain ; aa oe 6 0 
B.M.S. iii ies - oni _— , 10 0 
& ¢ ols ihe 7 ' bhi 1 0 
P.M., Blackburn iat 7 ‘ne ned 5 (0 
2 = 2; Se aoe bas ‘ . ; : &@ 
‘Sister Faith ’’ .. 2 6 
“St. Andrew’s”’ 5 0 


d Total £81 3 10 

From a number of letters received we select the 
following : 

I hope with all my heart the ‘“‘ House of Dreams ”’ 
will materialise. It is greatly needed. 


I am sure a room at a nominal rent would be a greater 


‘advantage than a grant of money, the greater part of 


which would be swallowed by rent. But do not let it be 
administered by any of the existing funds; they could 
have started a house, but did not do so. In one such 
home I know for old ladies one was sent away after 31 
years at the age of 91, yet she could wash and dress 
herself; it seems very hard. 
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I think the fund would be of more use expended than 
invested, for, if in the future nurses are all registered and 
able to benefit by other funds, this fund would not then 


be required. I think it should be administered by an 








existing fund \s to the house, I think difficulties would 
arise if there were not rules and regulations 

I do hope your House of Dreams ' will materialis« 
I am sending a copy of the paper to friends who will be 


interested and help, if it is in their power, the efforts being 


made by you and the other kind friends of ‘‘ Old Nurses 


THE R.N.P.F. FOR NURSES. 


The report and accounts for last year state that the 


number of policies issued during 1924 was 943, assuring 
immediate annuities of £1,432 and deferred annuities of 
£16,074, and the number of policies surrendered 596 
held by 542 nurses Nurses to the number of 161 became 
annuitants during the period under review rhe total 


number of annuitants on December 3lst last was 3,368 
receiving at the rate of £92,000 a year Phe amount of 
invested funds, including Trust Funds, at the end of 1924 
was £2,280,833, of which £1,232,796 or over 44 per cent 
is invested in War Loan or other British Government 
securities rhe expenses of management amounted to 
£8,204 or £7 19s. per cent. on the premiums received 
The annual general meetingis being held on Fridayanda 
report of the proceedings will appear in our next issue 


ST. THOMAS’S GARDEN PARTY. 

[The 65th Nightingale (St. Thomas’s) Garden Party 
on Wednesday, which was honoured by the presence of 
the Duke of Connaught, President of the hospital, was 
attended by a number of well known personalities in the 
nursing world. The guests, who were welcomed by the 
matron, Miss Lloyd-Still, included Sir Wilmot Herring- 
ham, Dame Ethel Becher, Dame Sarah Swift, Miss 
Hodgins, Miss Palin, Miss Hogg, Miss Monk, Miss Darby- 
shire, Miss McIntosh, Miss Copeman, Miss Redl, Miss 
Peterkin, Miss Paget, Miss Riddell, Miss C. Vincent, Miss 
Rundle, and many others The visitors were interested 
to see the panelling of the Nightingale Home (the memorial 
to Sister Kathleen Lucy Ram) and the beautiful Shepherd 
Hall dining-room; new classrooms for the nurses are in 
course of construction. 








COMING EVENTS. 


June 26th.—R.N.P.F. Annual Meeting, Society of 
irts, 4 p.m, 
», 29th.—Garden Party, Guy's Hospital 


29th.—Miss Lilian Barker, C.B.E., on Juvenile 
Delinquents, 92, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., 5.45 p.m 


30th Opening of International Nursing Students’ 
Hostel, 15, Manchester Square, London, W 
3 p.m 

30th .—Matron-in-Chief matrons and sisters 
P.M.R. Air Force Nursing Service At 
Home, R.A.F. Central Hospital, Finchley, 
3.30 p.m 

30th Annual Reunien of Nurses, North Middlesex 


Hospital, 3.30 p.m 
July Ist.—Baby Week begins 
: 2nd.—Guild of St. Barnabas Picnic. 
6th T.B. Conference opens 
Sth Annual Meeting, S. London D.N.A 
l4th Bristol Royal. Infirmary Re-union Garden 
Party, 3.30 p.m 





The annual meeting of the Association of Hospital 
Matrons will be held, by kind invitation of the Treasurer 
and Miss Lloyd-Still, at St. Thomas’s Hospital on July 
25th at 3 p.m. Service in the chapel at 2.30 p.m 


The new wing of the Nurses’ Home attached to the 
Royal City of Dublin Hospital, built at a cost of over 
£5,000, was opened last week by Mrs. Wisdom Hely, 
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GENERAL NURSING COUNCIL FOR ENGLAND AND WALES, 


IR Wilmot Herringham, M.D., the Chairman, presided 
over the ordinary monthly meeting on Friday of 
last week at the offices in Portland Place. 

Future Nurses Rules and Election Scheme. 

Rules framed by the Council with regard to the 
admission of Nurses to the Register by examination, as well 
as the scheme for the election of future Councils, both 
signed by the Minister, were laid upon the table 

The Chairman said that the Election Scheme would 
form part of the work of the Select Committee which was 
being appointed to consider the matter; the rules for 
future nurses had been formally confirmed 

dune and July Examinations. 

A list had been compiled of the Centres for the pre- 
liminary and final examinations at the end of June and 
the beginning of July, and any member who desired to 
act as visitor at these examinations was requested to com- 
municate with the Registrar. 

Prineess Mary's Portrait. 

A letter was read from Miss Sybil Kenyon-Slaney, 
Lady-in-Waiting to Princess Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, 
sending to the Registrar a beautiful photograph of Her 
Royal Highness promised by her for the Council Chamber, 
and signed : “‘ Mary, 1925.”’ 

The gift had been gratefully acknowledged. 

Finanee. 

The Chairman of the Council and Mr. Donaldson, Chair- 
man of the Finance Committee, were authorised to invest 
up to £5,000 before the next meeting of the Finance 
Committee, if they thought it advisable. 

A lost Silver Badge. 

The Council agreed to issue to Miss Elizabeth Williams, 
at her expense, a duplicate of the silver badge she lost 
a year ago. 

Nurses Abroad and Retention Fees. 

The Council resolved that nurses resident abroad who 
found it difficult to pay the retention fee yearly might pay 
in advance for a period not exceeding four years, on the 
distinct understanding that neither the fee nor any pro- 
portion of it would at any time be refunded, and that 
the nurse was not absolved from the necessity of sending 
her address yearly. 

Progress of Registration. 

During the five weeks ended June 6th, 2,197 appli- 
cations had been received for registration, making the 
total number so received to that date, 50,382. Of that 
number 45,983 have been approved, 846 declared ineligible, 
and 932 withdrawn, leaving 2,616 still to be dealt with. 
Of the 1,423 applications approved at that meeting, 1,008, 
including nine by examination, were in respect of the 
General Register, one male, 260 mental, 30 mental 
defective, 36 sick children’s, and 88 fever. 

The New Registrar. 

The Registration Committee had expected to be able 
to place before the Council a copy of the Register for 1925, 
but the printers had found it impossible to get it ready 
in time. They hoped to have it ready early in July. The 
following figures give some idea of the amount of work 
involved:—10,280 names added ; 1,618 names removed 
(deaths, resignations, non-payments); 354 names re- 
included; 12,289 changes of address; 359 marriages, 

Hospitals Approved. 

The Lowestoft and North Suffolk Hospital, Lowestoft, 
was recognised as a Complete Training School; The 
Hospital, Worthing, in association with the Royal 
Northern Hospital, London, was recognised as a Training 
School, which, in combination with another public 
hospital, gave complete training under Section 1(3) of 
the Scheme of Training; Finchley Memorial Hospital, 
in affiliation with the London Temperance Hospital; 
Yeovil District Hospital and Dispensary, in affiliation 
with the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital; the East 
Preston Union Hospital, Littlehampton, in affiliation 
with Lambeth Hospital; and Walsall Union Infirmary, 
in affiliation with Lambeth Hospital, were recognised as 
Training Schools which, in combination with other public 
hospitals gave complete training under Section 1(2) of 








the Scheme of Training; and the Crosland Moor Infirmary 
of the Huddersfield Union was transferred from the list 
of “ Affiliated ’’ Hospitals to that of \ssociated 
Hospitals. 

General Items. 

Three extra clerks have been engaged to deal with 
retention fee work and sanction has been given for the 
employment of four more, if required. In order to place 
on record the work devolving upon the office, the Genera! 
Purposes Committee reported that during May, 9,540 letters 
had been received, 14,635 despatched, and 550 interviews 
granted. Members of the Council were asked to act as 
hosts and hostesses when the offices were open to the 
inspection of Registered Nurses on Wednesday. 

Uniform Makers. 

The following additional firms were authorised to make 
the Registered Uniform :—Berger, E., Liverpool; Board- 
mans, Stratford, London; Delmote, J., Brixton; Fletcher, 


H., Manchester; Freeborn, F., Southampton; Garrett 
and Son, H., Blandford; Jackson, R., Beswick, Man- 
chester; Johnstone and Son, J., Southsea; Jones 


Brothers (Holloway), Ltd., Holloway; Lawrenson, W., 
Preston; Legg and Millard, Ltd., Leeds; Lewis, Ltd., 
Manchester; Mares, Ltd., John, Basingstoke; Partoon 
and Co., Walsall; Tenpenny and Sons, Bolton; Williams 
and Hopkins, Bournemouth ; Willis, Madame, Scar- 
borough. 

Seottish Registered Uniform. 

The Council offered no objection to the Scottish Counci? 
adopting the same uniform as in England, provided there 
was a distinctive button and a distinctive badge for the 
hatband. 

Education Committee and Mental Nurses. 

The special committee of the Chairman of Committees 
reported that the Committee felt that it would be very 
inadvisable to interfere with the free election by Council 
of the members of Committee, but that the majority felt 
that some inconvenience had arisen which would be 
obviated by the following recommendation :—‘‘ That it 
the Education and Examination Committee contain no 
representative of a special branch of Training, it shal!) 
have power to co-opt an additional member of Council 
representative of that branch.” 

Mr. Donaldson, who moved the recommendation, said 
it was very necessary that every type of nurse should be 
represented on the Education and Examination Com- 
mittee. As it was now there were no male or mental! 
nurse representatives. The argument had been used that 
the mental nurses had their own committee. But the 
Mental Nursing Committee had nothing to do with the 
preliminary examination at all, and “ certain things hay e 
turned up lately which are not quite in keeping with the 
Mental Nursing Committee.’’ If there had been a mental 
representative on the Education Committee that would 
not have happened. The Chairman, in reply to Miss 
Sparshott, said the recommendation did not alter the 
power of the Council to elect 14 members on the Education 
Committee. Dr. Bedford Pierce supported the recom- 
mendation. He said the Education Committee performed 
the most important work undertaken by the Council, and 
although the recommendation, if carried, would increase 
the size of the Committee, that would be no real drawback. 
Miss Bushby said it was a great mistake to alter the 
present constitution of the Committee. The Mental 
Nursing Committee could know anything about the 
preliminary examination its members chose to know. 
The Mental Nursing Committee had given away their 
powers by working with the Medico-Psychological Associa- 
tion. Miss Bremner said she would like to see the words 
“ branch of nursing ” instead of ‘“‘ branch of training ”’ in 
the recommendation, Miss Musson described the proposal 
as the thin end of the wedge and predicted the application 
of the principle, if it were adopted, to other Committees 
of the Council. Miss Cowlin deprecated the remarks of 
Miss Bushby about the M.P. Association with which the 
Mental Nursing Committee had worked inperfect harmony. 
They had not given away the powerg of the Mental 
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G.N.C.—cont. 


Nursing Committee (Miss Bushby 
Goodall, who spoke in favour of the recommendation 


“Not at all.” Dr 
suggested as an alternative a sub-committee of the 
Education Committee to deal with mental nursing 
questions; there could then be no question about the 
way in which the Mental Nursing Committee was treated 
Mr. Stratton said male nurses should be represented on 
the Education Committee, and he hoped the Council 
would pass the recommendation. Mr. Donaldson denied 
that they had given away the rights of the Council to 
the M.P. Association. Unless they worked in harmony 
with the M.P. Association the certificate which would be 
granted by the G.N.C. would not be worth the paper it 
was written on. They had done very well to have acted 
as they had. On the recommendation being put eight 
voted in favour and four against and it was declared 
carried 
Mental Matrons and Examination Failures. 

A letter, which was referred to the Examination 
Committee, was read from the Mental Hospital Matrons’ 
Association, bringing to the notice of the Council the 
hardship imposed on candidates at the State Examinations 
who, though they failed in one subject, were required to 
sit for the whole examination over again, and asking that 
the Scottish practice (candidates re-examined only in the 
subjects in which they had failed) might be adopted 

The Council then went into camera to consider the 
question of the Select Committee appointed by the 
Minister of Health to consider the election scheme, and 
to approve applications for registration, afterwards 
adjourning until Friday, July 17th. 





NURSING HOMES REGISTRATION BILL. 


In the House of Commons on Friday /19th) Lt.-Col 
Hurst, referring to the Bill which he introduced in 
February, said: ‘‘ I quite realise that at this time it is 
impossible to get this Bill through. I also recognise 
that at this time of the session it is impossible to have 
any hope that the Bill may become law, but I should like 
to emphasise these facts: this Bill is supported by the 
great majority, if not by all, the nurses of this country; it 
has also a very influential backing from the general 
public and the medical profession. It is a non-party 
measure supported by members in all parts of the House. 
The object of the Bill, however much vou may criticise 
its details, is, I think, beyond all criticism and all challenge, 
inasmuch as it aims at preventing bogus institutions from 
defrauding the public by purporting to be qualified. 
It also aims at abuses by which persons having no claim 
to be nurses may drag a noble and an honourable calling 
in the dirt by purporting to carry on nursing homes. 
It is open undoubtedly to many criticisms in detail, but 
the principle is supported by most thinking people. I 
do ask the representative of the Government, if he 
cannot see his way to support the second reading, at all 
events to give a short statement as to the Government’s 
intentions with regard to the Bill.” 

The Parliamentary Under Secretary of Health for 
Scotland (Capt. Elliot) replied : ‘‘ It would not be possible 
for this Bill to have a second reading now, I think, but 
if the promoters would see their way to withdraw the 
Bill I think I could promise on behalf of the Government 
that there shall be a Select Committee appointed to 
inquire into the subject, and then we could have the 
evidence worked out on either side and subsequently 
be able to come to a decision that would be quite impossible 
for us to do in the time remaining in the session.” 

Lt.-Col. Hurst: “‘ Having regard to what the hon. 
gentleman says, I beg leave to withdraw the Bill, and to 
accept the offer.’’ 

The Bill was accordingly withdrawn. 

COLLEGE OF NURSING: Bradford Centre. 
Members are invited to a Tennis Party at St. Luke’s 


Hospital on Saturday, July 11th, at 3 p.m. Acceptances 
to Miss Rose, St. Luke’s Hospital, not later than July 4th 
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COLLEGE OF NURSING. 
The Annual Report. 
Tie tenth annual report records th itstanding 
activities of the year under various heading Under 
Education the various post-graduate r fr 
and tutorial courses are recorded, as well as t 
of scholarships (two Cowdray and one Boots for 
sister-tutor course at King’s College for Women 


Ellen Sarah Fountain Grant (for post-graduate study 
the Library (1,605 borrowers and an interim grant 

a . : : 

{200 trom the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust) and many 


requests for advice on class-room equipment 
[wo College representatives (Miss Musson and Miss 
Rundle) are serving on the committee which is still 


sitting on the superannuation scheme; the College has 
been officially represented at various conferences during 
the year 

The College as Training School. 


On the invitation of the Ministry of Health the College 


Council, after referring to the Public Health Section, 
submitted a draft scheme on the training of health 
visitors, laying particular emphasis on the desirability 


of a three years’ general hospital training as a basis 
approving the Ministry’s suggestion of a Central Examin- 
ing Board, and stating its intention of submitting a 
scheme by which the College should become a recognised 
training school to qualify nurses to sit for the Central 
Examination. In view of its connection with 
Nurse Training Schools and the approaching completion 
of the fine new College building, this is a development 
which we hope to see realised. 

With the completion of the building the International 
Course for Nurse Administrators and Teachers in Schools 
of Nursing now being held at Bedford College will be 
transferred to Henrietta Street. 


close 


The Student Nurses” Association, 

The need for a _ vocational student 
nurses was brought home to the College Council during 
the sitting of a special committee on the subject, by the 
action of certain Guardians in making membership of a 
trade union a condition of appointment. After a letter 
of protest from the College Council this was modified to 
a trade union or a vocational association concerned with 
their own particular profession. The Students’ Associa- 
tion has now 322 members, representative of fifteen 
hospitals and nine Poor Law institutions, and over forty 
invitations for the Local Centres Secretary to address 
meetings had been received. The appointment of an 
organiser has been deferred until experience shows the 
amount of support the Association will receive. 


association for 


Annual Meeting and Conferenees, Leeds, (July 9th to 11th): 


Thur. July 9th.—Conference (members only) : “ Auto- 
matic membership of Local Centres with an inclusive sub- 
scription. Chairman: Miss E. S. Innes. Annual General 
Meeting, Great Hall of the University of Leeds. Welcome 
by the Vice-Chancellor. Chairman : The Hon. Sir Arthur 
Stanley. Reception by Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, 
Art Galleries, Calverley Street 

Fri. July 10th.—Local Centres Quarterly Standing Com- 
mittee. Business Meeting, Sister Tutor Section. Lecture 
by Dr. Maxwell Telling, Professor of Therapeutics: ‘‘ Some 
Application of Psychology to Everyday Medicine.’’ Chair- 
man : Professor Jamieson, Pro Vice-Chancellor. (Arranged 
by Sister Tutor Section). Conference (Student Nurses 
invited) : “‘ Professional Ethics and Etiquette—Medical 
and Nursing.”” Speakers : Medical Ethics-—H. Collinson ; 
Nursing Ethics—Miss E. Musson; District Nursing—Miss 
M. Wiles; Private Nursing—Miss M. A. Gullan. Chairman 
Miss Llovd-Still. Annual Meeting, Public Health Section. 
Open Meeting: ‘‘ Motives of Public Health Progress— 
Their Relation to Women’s Work.” Speaker : Sir Arthur 
Newsholme, Chairman: Dr. J. Johnstone Jarvis, Professor 
of Public Health, Leeds University, and M.O.H., Leeds, 
(Arranged by Public Health Section.) 

Sat. July 11th -Visits to York, Fountains Abbey or 
Bolton Abbey 
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“NURSING TIMES” LAWN TENNIS CUP COMPETITION. 





THE SECOND ROUND. 


Hospital for Sick Children v. Paddington Hospital. 


This match was played on the excellent hard court 
at the Paddington Hospital on Thursday last week and 
won after a spirited struggle by the Hospital for Sick 
Children. The‘ A’ match showed undoubted superiority 
on the part of the visitors, the scores in their favour 
being 6—2, 6—3, 6—1 Sister Edge, for the Hospital 
for Sick Children, is a player of exceptional merit, but 
will no doubt show to better advantage before more 
orthodox players. Her colleague, Sister Simon, is also 
a very good player, but appeared on this occasion to suffer 
from overkeenness, but together they make a _ very 
serviceable combination. 3oth Sister Pugh and Nurse 
Butterworth played well for Paddington, and are to be 
congratulated on refusing to be cowed by the fast game 
they found themselves up against. Both of them, 
particularly Nurse Butterworth, met the situation, if 
in an unorthodox manner, certainly most effectively 

The Hospital for Sick Children started the “‘ B’’ match 
with the handsome margin of 12 games; a state of affairs 
on which they had reason to congratulate themselves, as 
the home pair, setting about their business in a very 
resolute manner, succeeded in winning the first set by 6 
games to 3 and the second set by 6 games to 2. This 
brought the margin of the leaders down to six games, 
and in order to draw the match Paddington had to win 
six games. The Great Ormond Street representatives, 
shouldered with this responsibility, pulled themselves 
together and won the deciding set in no uncertain fashion, 
for, after losing the first game, they won the next six. 
Except in the last set, the Hospital for Sick Children pair 
seemed to perform with a lack of confidence. Nurse 
Isherwood worked very hard for Paddington, and was 
ably supported by Sister Littlewood. 

Miss Copeman, the matron of Paddington Hospital, 
and several of the sisters were present, while Miss Tisdale, 
the matron of the Hospital for Sick Children, accompanied 
her team. A.V.H 

Charing Cross v. Park Royal. 


The match was played on the beautiful grounds of the 
Park Royal Hospital on June 10th in ideal weather, and 
resulted in a win for the visitors. The grass courts were 
in excellent condition and very fast 

The teams were : 


Charing Cross Park Royal. 


“A” team Sister Vian. Sister Meehan. 
Nurse Embleton. Nurse Williams 
‘B” team: Sister Smith. Sister Ireland. 


Nurse Warwick Nurse Baxter. 
pairs met before tea. In the first set Sister 
Ireland and Nurse Baxter were obviously nervous, and 
lost I—6. In the second set they improved tremendously. 
Their work at the net was extremely clever, and they won 
7—5. In the final set, after a hard fight Park Royal 
were unlucky to lose by 5—7. Sister Smith and Nurse 
Warwick played fairly well in the first set, but they seemed 
to be rattled by the net play of their opponents. Almost 
invariably they returned the service to the player at the 
net and were uncertain of their positions on the court. 
After tea the ‘““A’”’ teams met. Charing Cross were 
too strong for Park Royal, and won 6—1, 6—2. Sister 
Vian and Nurse Embleton were at the top of their form. 


The “B” 


The latter was especially good. Her returns were ex- 
cellent, both as regards length and placing. Sister 


Meehan and Nurse Williams put up a plucky fight, but 
were outclassed. 


Bethnal Green v. Queen Mary’s. 

The match between Bethnal Green Hospital and Queen 
Mary’s Hospital for the East End was played off at 
Queen Mary’s Hospital on June 17th. 

The games were very hardly fought, the teams being 
very evenly matched. The ‘“‘A”’ match was won by 


Queen Mary’s for the East End : 6—2, 7—5, 6—3. The 





| 
| 





“B” match was also won by the home team, with th« 
following scores : 4+—6, 6—4, 6—2. 
The teams were : 


Bethnal Green Queen Mary’s. 


“A” team: Sister Snelling Nurse Morgan. 
Nurse S. Day. Nurse Graham. 
“ B”’ team: Sister Anderson. Nurse Gahan. 


Nurse Potter. Nurse Lewis. 

The match was umpired by Dr. Malcolm K. Gray 
and the matron, Miss Sordy, R.R.C., received the players 
and visitors, and presided over a very pleasant tea in 
the nurses’ home. 


Prince of Wales’s v. Highwood Hospital. 

This match was played at the Prince of Wales’s Hospital 
on June 20th, and though the home team beat the visitors, 
the result was not obtained without a good fight The 
teams were: 

Highwood 
Sister Boscawen. 
Nurse Saunders 
Sister Allen. Nurse Wilson 
Nurse Grainger. Nurse Billingham 

The *‘ A”’ match went in favour of Prince of Wales’s, 
with the scores 6—2, 6—4, 6—2. In the “B” match 
Highwood made a better showing, for they won the first 
set at 8—6; though the home team won the other two 
6—-3, 6—3, the games were well contested. The 
match was umpired by Dr. Cochrane Shanks, to whom we 
are greatly indebted for his kind assistance. 


Prince of Wales’s 
Sister Austin 
Nurse Innes 


"-” fame: 


‘B” team: 


sets 


London Hospital v. Long Grove Mental Hospital. 

This tie in the second round was played on June 18th 
on the Long Grove courts and a thoroughly enjoyable and 
sporting contest resulted. The Long Grove team made 
their first appearance in tournament play, and being 
drawn against an experienced and far stronger team, their 
showing did not perhaps realise expectations. Far from 
being discouraged, however, they look forward to next 
year, and are glad to have had the opportunity of meeting 
the London team, from whom they have gained much in 
knowledge of court craft and the standard of play required 
in the Nursinc Times Tournament 

The opening games between the ‘‘A’’ teams, in which 
Sister Point and Nurse Ryall of the London opposed 
Nurses Stevenson and Skuse of Long Grove, went all in 
favour of London, and it was apparent, even at this early 
stage, that the Long Grove pair had not the same degree 
of skill as their opponents. Some of Nurse Ryall’s fore- 
hand drives down the centre line were a pleasure to see 
On the other hand the Long Grove team’s combination 
and understanding of one another’s play were distinctly 
promising, and the games full of interest 

The “‘ B”’ teams (Sister Rutherford and Nurse Johnstone 
of the London and Nurses Jones and Povey of Long 
Grove) were a little more evenly matched, though here 
again London showed a superiority in some departments 
of the game. In service both the London players won 
many aces outright, and the marked dissimilarity of their 
styles was most disconcerting to Long Grove. Sister 
Rutherford’s service is extraordinarily deceptive with its 
low delivery and low trajectory, while her placing was 
extremely accurate. Nurse Johnstone, in contrast, 
banged them over with the pace of a bullet and won 
several games on service alone. The scores in this match 
do not quite represent the quality of the games, as the 
rallies were both long and interesting, and if Long Grove 
had been a little more fortunate in placing they might 
have won at least three more games. 

Altogether it was a pleasing and memorable afternoon's 
sport, and the thanks of all participants are due to the 
NursInG Times. The full scores, in favour of the London, 
were: ‘“‘A,”’ 6—1, 6—0, 6—O; “ B,” 6—2, 6—O 

(We are greatly indebted to Mr. R. E. Dorrell, the 
House Steward of Long Grove Hospital, for kindly 
umpiring this match.) 
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BABY SCALES 


This balance has been intro- 
duced by us to meet the 
demand for a reliable Baby 
Weigher ata moderate price. 
It has a black japanned case 
with gold lines, 5-in. White 
Enamelled Dial, open 
wicker scale, and is fitted 
with an adjusting screw to 
enable allowance being made 
for the tare weight of any 
covering used when weigh- 
ing the infant. 


CAPACITY 2olbs. by roz. 


MIDWIFERY CASES 


HE light 3-ply wood foundation of 

these cases gives exceptional strength. 

The Leatheroid covering is washable and 
waterproof rendering the case absolutely imper- 
vious to all weather conditions. 


The cases are lined throughout with White 
Washable Leatheroid and fitted with Linen 
Detachable Linings by means of N.P. Press Studs. 


A special compartment accommodates Sterilizer, 
Douche Can, étc. PRICE 


Size 154 ins. x 5% ins. x gz ins, (Empty) 37/6 





BRANCHES EVERYWHER 


BOOTS PURE DRUG OO., LTD. 
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LORD MAYOR TRELOAR HOSPITAL, 


Brilliant sunshine added to the happiness of Founders’ 
Day (June 20th) and enabled the visitors to see something 
of the sun treatment under the best possible natural 
conditions. A special train conveyed London guests to 
Alton; the walk through the grounds, with the new 
solation block on the right, the college on the left and 
the wards a little further on, gave a very good idea of 
theplanning of the hospital buildings. In frontofthenurses’ 
home Viscount Cave, Lord High Chancellor, unveiled 
the bust of the founder, Sir William Treloar. The Hon 
T. P. O'Connor, M.P., spoke of his friendship with Sir 


William, of his life work, and his favourite saying : ‘‘ Be 
happy and make others happy and life will be a glorious 
thing.” 


The wards were next visited under the guidance of 
Sir Henry Gauvain (medical superintendent) and Miss 
Robertson (matron); the happy children looked so sun- 
burnt and bright that it was difficult to realise that they 
were all invalids. Lessons, sunbaths, singing and handi- 
erafts fill their lives with interest. The light department 
—one of the best, if not the best in England—is the newest 


feature. It is under the care of two sisters, so that 
treatment ordered is always carried out by a highly 
skilled and qualified sister. The Portsmouth Ortho- 


pedic ward of 50 beds, also recently added, is under the 
eare of Mr. H. A. F. Fairbanks and a special assistant 
medical officer. The spinal ward, where the little 
occupants have special beds made for their comfort as 
they lie in their splints, roused great interest. At an 
mformal meeting in the college recreation room Lt.-Col, 
Lawson (chair) was presented with a gold mace, which 
had belonged to the founder, by Miss Florence Treloar, 
and Lady Clarke presented the prizes to the nurses and 
bonuses to the domestic staff for long service. Nurse 
Boulter (first, senior) scholarship of £25 for training in 
some special branch of nursing, Nurse Landbeck (second), 
and Nurse Michael (first, junior). 

Nurses are taken at the age of 18 and train for three 
years. They live happy outdoor lives, and at the com- 
pletion of their training usually go on to London hospitals 
to take their general training. They find the careful, 
special training they have réceived in this delightful 
hospital of untold help in their future careers. 








AN OUTING FOR NURSES. 


A Territorial sister writes :—By kind invitation of 
Major J. J. and the Lady Violet Astor (Lady Minto’s 
daughter) a delightful outing to Hever Castle was arranged 
on Tuesday (16th). The guests numbered 120, and 
included Miss Darbyshire, principal matron, 2nd London 
General Hospital and University College Hospital, who 
was in charge of 10 T.A.N.S. sisters; and Miss Tisdale, 
Hospital for Sick Children; Miss Smales, Victoria Hos- 
pital for Children, Chelsea; Miss Moore, Heart Hospital; 
Miss E. Dare, Queen Charlotte’s (matrons); and sisters 
and nurses from the following hospitals :—Middlesex, 
Charing Cross, Central London Ophthalmic, Queen Char- 
lotte’s, Samaritan Free, Hospital for Sick Children, Great 
Ormond Street, Victoria Hospital for Children (Chelsea), 
and six representatives of the Q.V.J.I.; they were joined 
at Hever by sisters and nurses from the Royal Victoria 
Hospital, Dover; the War Memorial Hospital, Deal; and 
the Edenbridge Hospital. The drive, in motors, through 
the Garden of England, glorious Kent, in its fresh spring 
green, with its lovely woods, hills and fields yellow with 
buttercups, was a great joy. 

Hever Castle was reached at 12; the guests were received 
by the Lady Violet Astor (Major J. J. Astor, unfortunately, 
was unable to be present) and wandered in the lovely 
grounds listening to the Edenbridge band until luncheon, 
which was greatly enjoyed. The tables were decorated 
with pink carnations and fern; the Lady Violet Astor 
made a delightful little speech of welcome and hoped the 
visitors would thoroughly enjoy themselves. All kinds 
of amusements were arranged: boating (40 boats), 
bathing, tennis, walks through the beautiful shady gardens, 
a blaze of colour, or one could choose a seat in a quiet 
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spot with views of lake and grounds; everyone did exactly 
as they liked, and a perfect afternoon was spent. The 
castle, built by William de Hever in 1300, and full of 
beautiful historical treasures,was visited. After tea the Lady 
Violet Astor was thanked by the secretary of the Hospital 
for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, in the name of 
all present, and expressed her pleasure in being able to 
share her beautiful home with her guests. All the 
arrangements were perfect, and the kindness received 
from the hostess and her kindly helpers will long be 
remembered. The visitors left at 5.45, after spending one 
of the happiest days in their lives in an earthly paradise. 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL FETE. 

The féte organised by the Ladies’ Associations and the 
nursing and medical staff was favoured with most brilliant 
weather on Thursday, June 11th. It was opened, in the 
absence of the Countess of Dalkeith, by the Dowager 
Countess of Antrim, who was presented with a beautiful 
bouquet of pink and cream roses, by a little girl from the 
Children’s Ward. The Out-patient Hall, in which the 
féte was held, was crowded with visitors; the many stalls 
arranged round the sides of the hall did a brisk trade; 
among them was one provided by the newly-formed 
Nurses’ League, which made nearly £50. Games of skill, 
competitions and entertainments organised by the medical 
and dental students took place in the garden, while the 
wards, kitchen, pathological and #-ray departments were 
all open for inspection, the exhibits in the latter being of 
particular interest. The financial result of the Féte was 
over £700. 


As the result of the Royal Northern Hospital final 
examination Nurse Gray was awarded the silver medal 
and Nurse Payton the bronze. Many of the senior 
nurses gained distinctions in surgery and medicine. 





At Bethnal Green Hospital final examination six 
nurses gained honours and Nurses Potter and Smith 
qualified for medals. 





Tennis.:— Concluded from page 612. 
Guy's v. St. George's. 

The Guy's Hospital Nurses’ ground at Honor Oak Park 
was the scene of an interesting match on Saturday (20th), 
when St. George’s Hospital met Guy’s in the second round. 
In the absence of Miss Hogg, Matron, the guests were 
received by Sister Rolls, Home Sister, and a most pleasant 
afternoon was spent, the cottage and grounds, looking 
their best in the lovely sunshine, were much admired by 
the visitors 

The tie was won by Guy's. Play started at 3.30 p.m., 
the players being, for St. George’s: A. team, Nurse 
O'Callaghan and Nurse Wyatt. B., Nurse Marshall and 
Nurse Ley. ¢ 

Guy’s.—A. team, Sister Johnson and Nurse Tyrwhitt; 
B., Sister Cornwall and Nurse G. Johnson. 

St. George’s started off well, taking the two first games; 
then Guy’s levelled the score at 3 all, and the set 6—3. 
The next set went to Guy’s at 6—4, and the third at 6-0. 
After tea the B. teams played, Guy’s winning 6—1, 6—2 


The Third Round. 


What promises to be one of the most interesting of the 
many matches in our Cup Competition will be played on 
Monday next, June 29th, between Charing Cross Hospital 
and the Hospital for Sick Children. The match will be 
played on the Great Ormond Street Courts, and Mr. 
Van Homrigh has iade arrangements to attend to act 
as umpire. 


Other results in the second round :—West End Hospital 


beat Royal Northern, and North-Eastern beat the 
Western Hospital. The umpires’ reports will appear 


in our next issue 
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Nurses’ Supply Association 


ss"), 26, IMPERIAL BUILDINGS, 
NEW BRIDGE STREET, E.C.4 


-~ New Summer 


Fashion Guide 


JUSTPUBLISHED 
Send for our FREE 
CATALOGUE and 
secure first choice. 


N.S.A. 
Supply 
State 
Regis- 
' tered 
* Uniform. 



























THE COUNTY. 


{ 

| 
| A new Coat Frock 
Uniform Dress 
Belted al! round 
Supplied in plain 
or striped good 
| quality nurses 
! cloth. Length 46, 
| | 48, 26/11. O.s., 
| '197/11. To meas- 

ure, ‘11. 


A Varied and 
Fashionable 


Selection of 
Cloaks. 


Selection Sent 
on Approval. 


MONTHLY ACCOUNT Y 
can be opened with- 
out extra charge— 
10/- deposit and 

10/- monthly.| _ 





























Coat for 
€ n Cravenette, 
Gabardine, Cheviot, 


Coat and Ski and Army Cloth in all Pro. 
in Repp Coat fessionai Colours. Prices 
lined thre us fre 57/6, according to 


tat material 
s 


into wrap seam 
finished b ne 
buttons. Pla 
tailored skirt. 
In Navy, Beaver 
Cinnamon, 
Fawn and Grey 
Sizes: S,W..W. 
o.s. 


Price 6 gns. 








The “IMPERIAL.” 


N.8.A. Bonnet mod- 


The “BROMPTON” 


A Nurses’ Hat in fine 


Straw, turned up at the elled on fine straw 
back, trimmed with Rib- frame, Bound with 
bon Band and Bow. Can velvet, full square : 
also be worn with Veil. waterproofed veil. 
Hat 10/6; Veil 5/9 extra Price 10/11. 
Postage 9d. Postage 9d. 








BENDUBLE 








In all Sizes 
Half Sizes 
and 
NARROW 
MEDIUM and 
HYGIENIC 
Shapes. 


NURSES @ Don't go on day after cay, wearing 
® shoes with ordinary stiff soles, 
which tire your nerves, and make your feet osha. 

Change to Benduble Ward Shoes. Their special.y con- 
structed soles make all the difference between the | erfect 
ward shoe and ordinary shoes. Bendublesoles yield easily 
and naturally to every step—there is no resistance to the 
movement of your foot muscles, but a free harmonising act- 
ion, which enables you to finish your day's work with afresh- 
ness that isn't possible when you wear ordinary ward shoes. 


WO .. 
Mm 
a 
0" 
Ci 
we 
- o 
mM, 


(W. H. HARKER) 


WARD SHOES 


are British made, from the softest Glace and flexible leather 

and built in a way which renders them the most silent shoes 

obtainable, making them invaluable in the ward or home. 

ey are smart and neat, and can be had in narrow, medium 

and hygienic paw toes, military or square heels. Al) sizes 
alf sizes. Price 11 /9 post free 


The Benduble ShoeCo. (Dept.T) 


ow REMOVED to 
146, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
(Ist Floor.) Opposite Bourne & Hollingsworth 
Hours, 9 to 5.45. Saturdays, 12. 45 


| REDUCED PRICES. 


| Owing to lowered 
| Costs of production we 
| have pleagure in an- 
nouncing that the pri 
ces of all Benduble 
Footwear have been 
correspondingly re- 
duced. These prices 





are all shown in the 
NEW ILLUSTRATED 
BENDUBLE FOOTWEAR 
BOOKLET 


| 

i 

} 

| 

| 
which we will gladly 
- end to you, Post Free! 
Write for it to day. It 
makes shopping by 
post as easy and satis- 
factory as a personal 
| vs sit. 
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we THIS BOOK IS FREE hy 
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“ FLORENCE ” 


HOLDRON> == 


BALHAM, LONDON, 5.W.12 depth pair pA & 














Sin. 10id. 5/ 
Gaicially appointed bygtne Genera [sin um. 69 
Wales to supply Sin. 1/03 6/3 
THE STATE 
REGISTERED UNIFORMS Hilda 
THE Unbeatable 


Sister Elsie 
Apron 


This apron is cut on gener- 
ous lines, having very wide 


_ bib, gathered at waist, with ™° “NETLEY "| COLLAR 
wide shoulder straps made Specially shaped to fit 


with double ends and on the shoulder, 2 in. 
button holed. 


Cravenette 





Brown and 


32/1 





Extra superfine quality 
Nurses’ Uniform Coat. 


Beautifully tailored and 
finished, Black, Navy, 


Worth 42/-. 


Coat 


Value 


Proofed 


Grey. 


1 


TIT Ee 















is gathered at waist band 
and fitted with one pocket 
and deep 4 in. hem at foot. 
Made in super extra heavy linen 
finished cloth, specially recom- 
mended for hard wear. 


3/1 13 each. 
6 for 23/6 
Better Quality : 
4/11} each. Postage 4d. 
6 for 28/9. Sti 
When ordering, quote size 23 
of waist and length of skirt. 23 





Postage 
4d. 





All Purchases of £1 and 
upwards Carriage Paid. 


The skirt ‘¢eP at back, 9jd. cach 
6. 





We close 1 o'clock Wednesdays. 


Navy 


winter 


Also in 
Velour, 


6 for 4 


weight, 45/11 
Made by our own 
tailors. 























“LINDA ” eee . 
Four Fold.) “ST. MARGARET’S”’ COLLAR. 
All (Four Fold.)A new and most comfort- 
able fitting Collar, in two depths, 1 Zin. 
in. deep, 1/- each; 6 for §/9. deep at back, 63d. each; 6 for 3/3. 24 


BELT. 


( 
ffened ready for wear. 
sizes to 33 in. 
in. deep, 1/2} each; 6 for 6/11. in. deep at back, 93d. each; 6 © 4/6 


Open all day Saturdays. 






















Contain no harmful drugs. Safer, 
Powerful than Aspirin. 
af, 3 2/9, and 5/-, of all chemists. 
Hee ital and the treatment free to Physicians, 
= Clinics ; also patients who — y 
7 Send for free box and descriptive treatise. 
Irving’s YEAST-VITB Laboratories, 





YEAST IS LIFE! 


a} 

4 ’ 4 le =} 
tt ving s Yeast-Vite Tablets. | ceiiaiaeaiinieiiads : 
Dinbsten Fevers, p Ra 4 Liver, | i 3 / iss in Gectumen, Dasemmnio o 
| 1 n si ns 
mishes and all minor blood diseases, Constipation. Suits, Wrap Conte, fpeske for a al 
ligestion, G Headache, Neuralgia, Dis- I Boon or evening. Woollen Suits is 
eer * f sorts, fatigued de 2 ome throughout the profession If 
pressed, take r y ars, as makers o 3) 
tablets “and feel fresh and exhilarated in few aneten i class garmenteat reasonable prices [a] 


Quicker, and more 


Cecil House, Holborn Viaduct, London, B.C. 1 








(Syeveyeyere Me yejeieejei(s BOGIES ail 


Ra TONS 





{eis} 








we invite you tosend for our 45.page |— 
Mode Book of fascinating fashions. ie 
Strictly private and confidential. 
Crichtons' planis most convenient | 
and economical—no fues—no bother | 
Drop us a line now for full 
details or visit our Showrooms. 
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TRADE ADVERTISEMENT DEPARTMENT 
VAN, ALEXANDER & CO., 31, 
Telephone: 





CRAVEN STREET; LONDON, W.C.2. 
8503 CENTRAL. 
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/ 
R.B.N.A. ANNUAL MEETING. undred orthopedic patients—ex-Service men—wert 
The annual meeting of the Roval British Nurses’ drawn up for inspection by the King, who later spoke to 
Association was held at 194, Oueen’s Gate, on Thursday each of them, asking very kindly after their individual 
last week, Mr. Herbert Pat: rson, Hon. Medical Secretary disabilities Chey visited several of the wards, beginning 
in the chair [he proceedings began by a briefly sum with the « hildren’s, whose wide balcony overlooking the 
marised report from Miss Macdonald. who « xpressed the vailey they liked particularly here tubercular childre 
general regret that the President Princess Arthur of -" ed and day They then separated, so that 
Connaught, S.R.N., was after all unable to be present iS mk as possible could be seen The Queen 
The report referred to the scheme for a memorial to greeted the sisters of the wards she visited very g us! 
the late ‘Princess ( iristian; to the deputation to the spoke to many of the patients and expressed interest in 
Ministry of Health on the connection with training and the ward arrangements id the King inspired great 
election of the G.N.C.; to the many interesting and enthusiasm wherever he went For the ceremony the 
useful lectures, dramatic and other entertainments, and sisters and staff nurses had seats on the grand stand 
to the Association’s support of the Chartered Associations hey returned by a private exit, when all the others who 
Protection of Names and Uniform) Bill and other legis- had been in the wards with number of old nurses who 
lation. The Benevolent Funds had been the means of had come for the day forme guard of | round the 
helping many members main corridor 
The financial report from the Hon. Treasurer, Mr 
Kenneth Stewart, showed a satisfactory balance of SCOTTISH NOTES. 
» over expenditure ¢ that no application for 
aa te Stienn rectal ae Fu xa a re se Bes d “ Seottish Matrons* Association Benevolent Fund. 
the Committee After hearing from Mr. Paterson som Che summer meeting was held on June 6th at the Royal 
interesting details of the progress of the Association nfirmary, Edinburgh, by kind invitation of Miss Gill 
votes of thanks were proposed and seconded to him and who presided After the business a very satisfactory 
to other kind friends who make willing generous gifts report was given of the appeal made on behalf of the 
of time and service. This brought the meeting to a Benevolent Fund for Retired Nurses and the King Edward 
close, when the assembled company adjourned for tea Memorial Homes on May 6th The Association conceived 
and talk, thus finishing in the pleasantest way a very the idea of a benevolent fund some years ago, but no very 
pleasant afternoon. definite steps were taken to make an organised collection 
and little or no progress was made it was felt, however 
ST MARY BBOT’ > that the nurses of to-day should be asked to contribute 
, & ABBOT’S HOSPITAL. regularly towards a professional benevolent fund, and 
The annual Summer Re-union on Monday began with that, if asked, they would willingly do so \ year agi 
a service in the beautiful Church of St. Elizabeth, when this was discussed; later a committee was appointed 
the musical selections wonderfully played by Dr. Hickox the outcome was that a day was set apart for the collection 
the singing of the well trained (nurse) choir and the to be made, and an excellent result had been achieved 


cheery hymns all added to the welcome to the old nurses 
once again revisiting their training school 

The Rev. A. Lombardini (Chaplain) in an inspiring 
address referred to the re-union as a kind of family party 
(held twice yearly for the past 15 years), when all were 
cordially welcomed The words of the lesson—* pouring 
in oil and wine were a reminder, to those returning to 
their various spheres of work, of the high plane to which 
womanhood was raised by Jesus Christ, who honoured 
and glorified services rendered to the sick and suffering 
in His name. Many nurses were as “ ships that pass in 
the night after their three years’ training they passed 
on to other work or higher honours, but the love and 
self-sacrifice shown in their daily work left an impression 
on patients, fellow-nurses, and friends that could not 
be estimated. 

The badges were presented to the successful finalists 
by Mr. Sheriff H. G. Downer, C.C. It was explained that 
three nurses had been marked equal in the examination 
pass list and that even after careful scrutiny of previous 
papers only one mark determined the winner of the gold 


badge (Nurse Knight). The other winners of badges 
were Nurses Lake, Andrews, Miles, Trenchard, Harris 
Soutar, Dennis, Jervis and Burgess 

Mr. Sheriff Downer, said that no other work was so 


womanly and helpful as nursing; he had a lasting remem- 
brance of those nurses who helped with the London 
Ambulance Column. He was full of appreciation of the 
work of a nurse, and wished the hospital every success 
and the finalists a happy career 


ROYAL NORTH STAFFS HOSPITAL. 

A somewhat belated account has reached us of the 
visit of their Majesties the King and Queen to the North 
Staffordshire Hospital early in the month, when the King 
laid the foundation stone of the extension. A nurse writes 
‘It was a very happy and successful function. rhe 
sun shone as it had not done for years; the scarlet and gold 
of the Royal liveries gave much pleasure to the multitude 
and the King and Queen were obviously touched and 
pleased by the enthusiasm and exuberance of their 
welcome everywhere After the ceremony the King and 
Queen drove round to the front of the Hospital; over a 


Che fund is intended to help retired nurses, either through 
the King Edward Memorial Homes or by individual grants, 
and is to be administered by the Scottish Matrons 
Association through the Executive Nurses are asked to 
give 6d. a year and appeal is made to the publi 
Miss M. F. Gordon, formerly matron of the Royal In- 
firmary, Dumfries, and superintendent of the Nurses 
Club, Edinburgh, is kindly acting as hon. secretary and 
treasurer her present address is 28, Chalmers Street, 


Edinburgh 


no 


Edinburgh Nurses” Club. 

A motor run ha 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m 

let Miss Grav know by 


ls. 6d 


s been arranged for Monday, June 29th, 
Will nurses wishing please 


to { 
Saturday 27th Refreshments 


¥( 
go 


@.V.5.1. (Scottish Branch). 


Miss Jean Cameron, Queen’s Nurse since October, 1903, 
died suddenly after an operation on June 3rd She 
worked at Alexandria, Bothwell and Cambuslang, and 
was much beloved by her patients and liked by all with 


whom she came in contact for het kindly gracious manner. 
During four years of the war sie nursed in hospitals at 
home and abroad 


More than 48 Hours a Week. 
Nurse Adams has just completed a busy year at Rothes 
on Speyside [he hours devoted to duty numbered 2,734 
a good deal more than a 48-hour week! There is a 
suggestion of something better than a ‘‘ push bike.” We 
hope this will materialise 





THE VALUE OF FIRE DRILL. 

The necessity for and value of instruction and practic 
in fire drill received striking emphasis at Leytonstone 
early Monday morning, when a fire—confined, for- 
tunately, to the dining hall—broke out at the West Ham 
Board of Guardians’ Central Home in Union Road 
The courage and coolness of the staff (there are 120 female 
and 50 =male nurses on the staff) 
deserves high commendation, and the safe and rapid 
removal of 110 aged bedridden or mental inmates from 
danger accomplished without a hitch under the 
direction of Dr. McCann, the medical officer 


e 


on 


assistant 


was 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment 
and nursing matters ave answered free of charge in this 
column, if accompanied by the coupon below and by the full 
name and address of the writer. Answers by post 2s. 6d. 
and 1s. (see coupon) 

Training in Public Health Work (M.M.).—Write to the 
Manchester School of Technology for information as to 
training for the Royal Sanitary Institute’s certificate. 
If the health visitor's training is not given there, write 
to the Liverpool School of Hygiene, 126, Mount Pleasant, 
Liverpool. 

Chiropody (J.R.).— The Incorporated Society of 
Chiropody has not a branch at Chesterfield. The nearest 
teacher would be: Mr. Prichard, 10, St. Anne’s Square, 
Manchester 

Chiropody (L.J.W.).—Write for particulars to Mr. A. 
Phillips, Secretary, The Incorporated Society of Chiropo- 
dists, 98, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square, London, W.1. 
(Manicure is a separate branch and is learnt at a good 
hairdresser'’s.) 

Exeessive Gireasiness of the Sealp (E.F.).—Make two 
lotions, one (a) of five grains of iodide of potassium to the 
ounce of water; and the other (b) of five grains of tannic 
acid to the ounce of water. Begin by carrying out the 
first part of the old treatment; that is by washing the 
scalp with a pint of hot water, to which has been added 
a tablespoonful of tincture of quiliaia. Rinse and let the 
hairdry. Then use (a) and (6) alternately—one each day. 
Repeat the quillaia washing every three or four weeks. 
The scalp should be exposed to the air as much as possible. 
When practicable, one should go hatless. A tonic of 
glycero-phosphoric acid, nux-vomica and iron is often of 
service, A single minim of the dilute liquor ferri is quite 
sufficient for a dose. The diet is of importance. Ripe 
fruits, green-stuffs, and unspiced dishes are to be preferred. 
It has occasionally happened that sufferers from seborrhoea 
have—from reasons quite unconnected with the disorder— 
taken sulphur internally and applied outwardly prepara- 
tions containing jaborandi or pilocarpine. These drugs 
are likely to make the condition worse 

Hay Fever (M.L.B.).—Hay fever and nasal catarrah are 
complaints which need treatment by a doctor. The 
former is often treated by vaccines and electrical treat- 
ment. It is impossible to advise you by post. 

‘Lake District (Matron),.—\Mrs. Roberts, Low Nest Farm, 
near Keswick, is very comfortable, but as a{rule{they 
board-lodge as it is not always convenient in country 
districts to shop for oneself! Another address is Mrs. 
Carrick, Pooley Bridge Mill, Pooley Bridge, near Penrith. 
This farm is about three miles from Penrith and close to 
Lake Ullswater. This last address is for apartments only, 
Another farm, also recommended, is Mrs. Pickering. 
Maiden Castle, Watermillock, seven miles from Penrith. 
Mrs. Carrick would be more central. For Lake Winder- 
mere, write to the Misses Fisher, Cherry Tree Cottage, 
Ambleside, but as this is in the town perhaps you would 
try and get rooms with one of the two first addresses ni 
preference. 


A USEFUL SPRAY, 


It often happens that we suddenly need to spray a 
room with scent or disinfectant, or to spray a throat, 
and there is no appliance ready except, perhaps, a toilet 
scent spray which cannot be used for any otherJkind of 
bottle. To. meet this need a really practical ‘‘ Multiple 
Bottle Sprayer ” has been brought out, of nickeled brass, 
with a cork which will fit most bottles, and a tube which 
can be adjusted to reach to the bottom of any bottle. By 
raising and lowering a slender rod at the top a continuous 
Spray is maintained. Such an appliance should find a 
place in every household medicine cupboard. It costs 
only 3s. 9d. from Messrs. Robinson Bros., Ltd., West 
Bromwich, Staffs. 
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CLAYTON (N. BIERLEY) INFIRMARY. 


On June 17th the annual prize-giving day was held 
The Medical Officer, Dr. Cunliffe, presided, and was 
supported by Dr. Ella Stratton (Deputy Medical Officer) 
and Miss A. R. Hare (Superintendent Nurse). In a brief 
summary of the work Dr. Cunliffe said in 20 years only 
one nurse had failed to pass the final examination, 99 per 
cent. passed and 96 per cent. had also passed the midwifery 
examination. The infirmary is now associated with St. 
Luke’s General Hospital, Bradford, an arrangement which 
is working very satisfactorily for surgical training of the 
nurses. Nurse Brinnand asked Miss Hare to accept a 
bouquet of roses, sweet peas and carnations, and the 
Medical Officer a cigarette box, as a token of gratitude 
from the “final nurses.”” The Chairman of the Board 
(Mr. Thistlewaite) presented the gold medal (for Ist 
position in 3} years’ training) to Nurse Tatham; 2nd 
position, Nurse Foster; Nurse Rawnsley (medical nursing) ; 
Nurse Hesse (highest marks, 2nd year, and practical ward 
work); Nurse Brinnand (best surgical record); Nurse Bell 
(best sanatorium Ist year record); Nurses Tatham and 
Isles (midwifery); Nurses Bibby and Silby (cookery); 
Nurse McMahon (special); Nurse Umpleby (private 
nursing) 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Matrons. 
THOMAS-JONES, Miss JENNIE, Matror 
District Heroes Memorial Hospital. 
Trained at City Infirmary, Notts. Private Nursing, 
Society Trained Nurses, Leicester; Military Nursing 
at Home and Abroad; Charge Sister, Nursing Home, 
Bidston Institute, Birkenhead; Ward Sister and 
Night Sister, City Infirmary, Notts.; Lady Superin- 
tendent, Nottingham and Notts Private Nursing 
Association; Assistant Superintendent, Infirmary, 
Lincoln. 


and 


I estiniog 


Puttin, Miss ( E. E., Assistant Matron, St. Giles’s 
Hospital, Camberwell 
BeEpForp, Miss C. E., Second Assistant Matron, St. Giles’s 


Hospital, Camberwell 
Sisters. 
CuRISTIE, Miss W. D., S.R.N., Sister-Tutor, Royal Sea 
Bathing Hospital, Margate. 

Trained at Ruchill Fever Hospital, Glasgow; Western 
Infirmary, Glasgow. C.M.B. Cert., Royal Maternity 
Hospital, Edinburgh. Sister-Tutor Cert., King’s 
College, London. Ward Sister and Assistant Night 
Superintendent, Ruchill Fever Hospital, Glasgow. 
Member of College of Nursing. 

Pitt, Miss VioLet, Nursing Sister, 
Institution, Hillingdon. 

Trained at Fulham infirmary. Pupil Midwife, Fulham 

Borough Council; Staff Midwife, Battersea. B.C, 


Uxbridge Union 


Q.V.J.1. 
Transfers and Appointments. 

Miss Frances Mitchell Williams is appointed to Silver- 
town; Miss Mary V. Bush to Denholme; Miss Edith M. 
Ashwell to Coventry; Miss Hannah J. Lewis to Stafford; 
Miss Catherine Guilfoyle to Ashby; Miss Elizabeth R. 
Comber to Chichester. 


PRESENTATION. 


Mrs. Moray Meadows, superintendent of nurses, 
Smithston, near Greenock, who is leaving to take up duty 
as matron of Broadfield Hospital, was presented by her 
nursing staff with a silver tea service. 


DEATH. 
We regret to hear of the death of Nurse Annie Collins, 


certificated nurse and midwife, Crouch Hill, on June 14th, 
in a motor accident. 
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SAFE AND SOOTHING. 


Bactericidal 
Skin Agent. 


ASEPTIC DRESSING THAT IS 
A DELIGHT TO USE. 


ALL OBJECTIONABLE ANTI- 
SEPTIC ELEMENTS 
EXCLUDED. 


Germolene may be tested FREE. 





The remarkable vogue which has followed 
the introduction of Germolene, the Aseptic 
Skin Dressing, has arisen because this excel- 
lent British preparation is thoroughly scien- 
tific in all the details of its manufacture and 
formula. Germolene is bactericidal to a de- 
gree, but all objectionable antiseptic  ele- 
ments lave been excluded. The practitioner 
will in a moment realise what a wonderful 
step forward this implies. The use of Ger- 
molene even on severe wounds or serious skin 
affections is not attended by smarting or irri- 
tation. Indeed, the instant effect is one of 
comfort and soothing. 


This quality makes this fine product a plea- 
sure to use. Immediate cleansing follows the 
application. Pus and all infectious matter is 
quickly removed, and safe and healthy granu- 
lation proceeds apace, Practitioners all over 
the Empire are making use of Germolene be- 
cause they realise that it is a pharmaceutical 
product of the highest quality. The excellent 











ingredients are milled to microscopic fineness, 
the creamy pore-searching base ensure the pre- 
paration of dressings, lint, and bandages with 
the minimum of delay and trouble. 


To members of the medical profession, to 
hospitals and school clinics, and to nurses upon 
receipt of their professional cards a generous 
sample supply of Germolene will be sent gratis 
and post free on application. 


Soothes at a Touch! 


The Aseptic Skin Dressing 
AWARDED FOUR GOLD MEDALS 
Of Chemists throughout the British Empire 


Prices in United Kinedom 1/3 & 3/- per Tin 
Sole Distributors t 


The Veno Drug Co., Ltd. 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 
MANCHESTER, ENG. 
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THE 
GUARANTEED 
DISINFECTANT. 


KEROL appeals strongly to the Nurs- 
ing Profession as it is the Disinfectant 
which combines all the ——— which 
go to the making of an ideal preparation. 





It is perfectly uniform in compositien, 
so each drop of it has the same hich 
value. Henceitis not necessary to shake 
the bottle 


KEROL has been shown to be practic- 
ally non-poisonous (Medical Times, June 
27, 1908), so it can be used with periect 
safety in Midwifery work and for general 
Gisinfection 

It is non-corrosive and leaves no per- 
manent stain on fabrics, and it does not 
roughen the hands, but leaves them ina 
perfectly smooth and soft condition 


KEROL does not depend on oxygen 
tor its high germicidal value, so it does 
not lose its disinfecting properties in the 
presence of the morbid organic matter 
which is always associated with the 
organisms it is necessary to destroy. 

Unhike perchlorideo{f mercury KEROL 
can be used in conjunction with soap, 
which is an extremely important point 









These properties make KF ROT. 
the one preparation which can Le 
used with perfect safety and confi- 
dence wherever the use of either 
a disinfectant or an antiseptic is 
indicated. 


KEROL 1S USED IN THOUSANDS 

OF HOSPITALS, INSTITUTIONS. 

SCHOOLS, ETC., BOTH AT HOME 
AND ABROAD 


Kevrol and Kerol Spectalities 
can be obtained from ali Chem- 
ists, Stoves, etc. The manujuc- 
tuvers will be pleased to send on 
samples of Kerol, Kerol Totlet 
Soap, and Toilet Lano Kero, 
together with literature, ‘o uny 
member of the Nursing Professton 
on vecetpl of professional card. 


KEROL LTD. 
(Successors to Quibel! Bros , Ltd.), 
111, Castlegate, 
NEWARK. 
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it is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 
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After Iliness 
rebuild with 


INVALID 
BOVRIL 


For use in sickness a 

special preparation of 
Bovril is packed as 
“Invalid Bovril.’ Itcontains 
added proteids and is free 
from seasoning. 
; Thus it provides a valu- 
a a able addition to invalid diet, 
1 welcomed by the patient, 
and readily assimilated 
by the most enfeebled 
digestion. 


Spec: at Ry. 


for 











Obtainable from all Chemists 





HUMANISED 


(PRESCRIPTION ) 


GLAXO 


is a new form of dried milk with a 
low protein content and yet the same 
amount of fat as average breast milk. 
When reconstituted with hot, boiled 
water (| in 8), it has a composition 
almost identical with that of average 
breast milk, with a low protein content 
and high lactose percentage,as can be 
seen from the analyses below :— 


Prescription Glaxo......... 6-9) ; 
Human Milk..........++++- 70 Lactose 
Prescription Glaxo.........4 31) 

Human Milk............0+44 33 f Milk-fat 
Prescription Glaxo......... 17 - 
Human Mithk............... iy Protein 








MIDGE BITES eee 


A TOILET JELLY WHICH 
INSTANTLY COOLS AND 
CORRECTS BITES AND 
SUN-BURN 
LARGE TUBES 1 
27 o mMerican 


Dir Cocwctioat Gm hd 
EAST CROYD on 











ST, STOLEN OR STRAYED Thousands of pounds worth of house- 
hold and wearing linen through not being marked With the reliable 


.. JOHN BOND’S 
CRYSTAL PALACE’ 
MARKING INK. 


IT NEVER FADES. 
And can be had for use with or iy heating (whichever 

















preferred 
Sold in 4. &, is. Bottles, or by the oz pt. or qt. 
LosT! in the Royal Household 
a... oi. —75, Southgate Roa ad ll N.1 | 
(Desk 30)41 4 44 53 54.55 56,5 E 
1 SPECIALTERMS 


1 , 
LUDCATE CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C.4, 
NURSES’ CENTRE SECOND 
WRISTLET WATCH 

as illustrated here, caused 

uite a sensation at the 
\Exhibition held at Central 
Hall, Westminster. it has 
given satisfaction to 
nurses ali over the world 
and is daily becoming 
more popular, 
Nurses’ Watch Wristlet, fitted with 
centre seconds, fully Jewelled Lever 
Movement, guaranteed perfect 
timekeeper. Silver Cases (hall marked) 
with moire silk band Priee {4 4 0 


10/6 deposit and seven additional 
monthly payments of 10/6 





















GLAX-OVO 


“EVERY DROP NOURISHES” 


is a food-drink that contains a 
definite quantity of the “ Vitamin 
Concentrate” (Ostelin, see below) 
blended with milk, malt extract and 
cocoa. Prepared in a minute with 
boiling water, it is especially suit- 
able for expectant and nursing 
mothers. Glax-ovo is also of the 
greatest assistance in cases of 
Neurasthenia, Sleeplessness, Influ- 
enza, Coughs, Colds, etc. 


NOTE :—tThis “* Vitamin Concen- 
trate,’’ which is incorporated in 
Glax-ovo alone, is now sold 
under the registered name of 
*““OSTELIN.” In this form the 
actual substance is diluted with 
glycerine so that three drops of 
the glycerine suspension § are 
equivalent to one teaspoonful of 
cod-liver oil. 











Prepared by Glaxo Laboratories, 

London, N W. Samples and special 

literature concerning these products will 

be sent gadly from Glaxo (Dept. B.), 

56, Osnaburgh Street, on receipt of 
name and address. 


PLEASE ENCLOSE PROFESSIONAL CARD 
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THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES AND MATERNITY NURSES 





BIRTH CONTROL, 


T the recent Congress of the Royal Institute of 


A Public Health Miss M. M. Chadburn, M.D., 
Senior Obstretician, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
Hospital, opened the session with a paper “For and 


Against Birth Control.” She said she had not a very 
strong opinion either way. The medical aspect of the 
subject was the easiest. She believed that the young 
couple who postponed their family for finance or con- 
venience were making a very serious mistake. The 
greatest justification for thinking hard before deciding 
for and against birth control was the child. Man was 
beginning to understand that the future of the race and 
the nation. was in his own hands, and that the care of 
children from conception to maturity was each genera- 
tion’s most important duty. In women suffering from 
heart disease, kidney disease, albuminuria, etc., the 
medical aspect forbade child-bearing, but the woman 
with contracted pelvis should herself decide, and Dr. 
Chadburn believed it was better for the woman to face 
the Cesarean operation, and have a child and even 
more than one if she wished to. She did not believe 
that abstinence was good for a husband and wife and 
it was not practicable. On the other hand, birth control 
was the natural consequence of the stage and develop- 
ment at which we had arrived. It was justifiable in 
theory, but difficult in practice. Children should come 
by intention and not by chance. Before she was 
convinced of the good or ill of birth control, she wanted 
the concensus of opinion of many more women. It 
concerned them far more than men. They had the 
greater part of the work and all the risk, whereas the 
men had only the financial burden. If birth control 
were to be carried out only by the intelligent and the 


educated, it would be disastrous for the nation. Where 
it was required was among the undesirables; the 
ill-developed and mentally deficient. It was a matter 


for great uneasiness that medical science and philan- 
thropy meant keeping alive the unfit while birth control 
which had undoubtedly come to stay, reduced the 
numbers of the fit and hardly touched the reproduction 
of the unfit. She felt that knowledge on the subject 
should be available for all from a reliable source. It 
should be part of welfare centre work, hospital work, 
and medical consultation. Her impression was that 
to-day, birth control did more harm than good to the 
nation, and the race, but that with the individual it 
might be a great relief. To-morrow, with better 
management the position might be reversed. 

Mr. Norman Haire, M.B., Hon. Medical Officer to 
the Saffron Hill Maternity Centre, spoke as an advo- 
cate of birth control. He believed it was very necessary 
for the welfare of the individual and of the nation. 
He wanted to see a better distribution of population, 
healthy babies brought into the world instead of 
unhealthy ones, and brought in the best circumstances. 
Under primitive conditions there were certain natural 
checks on population—weakness, illness, accidents, 
famines, plagues, but we had largely done away with 
most of these. To replace these natural checks there 
were infanticide, abortion, contraception. The two 
first had been practised from earliest times. With 
regard to contraception he said that to-day some form 
ot family limitation took place in the majority of 
tamilies, but among the poor it frequently failed for 
lack of the proper knowledge. Cases which called for 
it were women who suffered from diseases, physical 
or mental, which would be aggravated by child-bearing; 
women who would get diseases, especially mental— 
neurasthenia, depression, etc., from the wearing fear 


of child-bearing; where the husband or wife had 
diseases which would affect the offspring; and to 
secure a sufficient period between pregnancies. There 


ought to be from 2 years 3 months to 3 years between 
births. Extreme misery, poverty and squalor were 
definite medical reasons for birth control. Contracep- 


tion would permit earlier marriages, and it would limit 
the number of the children in accordance with the 
economic resources of the family. It would do away 
with a great deal of venereal disease. It was impossible 
to Say definitely if contraceptives had good or ill effects; 
there many contraceptives, and so many 
particular consider. Contraceptives might 
cause ill-health, and might cause sterility; but he did 
not believe either of these ills would arise if the best 
methods were used. The undesirables must be taught 
birth control in order to save the nation 


were sa 


cases to 


Mrs. Mary Scharlieb, C.B.E., M.D., M.S., J.P, said 
that many advocated birth control because there was 
too dense a population in these islands. But what of 
our colonies? Canada and Australia and New Zea- 


land were crying out for population, and if we did not 
have our own people to emigrate there, the mother 
country would in time lose these colonies. For us it 
was not emigration but migration, and more help should 
be given for families to migrate there. Births would 
not follow each other in quick succession if the mother 
nursed her baby the proper length of time. If she 
found herself pregnant during that time, the nursing 
was being done in a perfunctory manner. The breasts 
and the ovaries could not both function properly at the 


same time. She objected to people who weighed up a 


baby against the week-end habit, or a motor-car. A 
child need not be expensive. Tuberculosis was not 
hereditary but infectious. No baby was born with 


Nor was cancer hereditary as far as our 
present knowledge went. On the other hand there was 
cause to believe that some sort of nervous trouble 
arose from the early use of contraceptives, though it 
was not possible to say that it caused sterility. There 
was what was called the woman's safe period, i.e. the 
week before her period came on. It was an important 
point, but it required more investigation. Throughout 
her 47 years’ medical experience she had often found 
that women who wanted to have children were sterile 
because in the early days of their marriage they had 
thwarted nature. It seemed to her that it was all a 
question of lack of self-control. If we could learn to 
live not only for pleasure, but for duty, the condition 
of the country would be altogether different. We should 


tuberculosis. 


.not have to deplore that so many yielded to temptation, 


whether in regard to this subject, to drink, or to any- 
thing else. 

Dr. MacFadyean, M.O.H., Hitchin, said it seemed 
to him that birth control was a point on which the 
middle aged wavered, but the young were sure, and 
wanted to teach. It was quite time that a scientific 
conception of life was found, and it would include this 
The country was suffering to-day from indis- 


question from. 
birth control. It needed bigger families. 


criminate 


Kitchenette Cookery. By G. F. Scotson-Clark. (Jonathan 
Cape, Ltd.) Price 2s. 6d. 

Tus handy little book is written by the author of 
“Eating Without Fears.” It is specially intended for 
people without servants, flat dwellers, bachelor women 
and small households. It contains recipes for many 
unusual and dainty dishes which can be quickly prepared. 
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CLAPHAM MATERNITY HOSPITAL. 


At the 36th annual meeting, held at the hospital 
(Jeffreys Road) on Wedneseay last week, Dr. Jane 
Walker in the chair, Dr. Sarah Gray said that forty years 
ago (when the Hospital was opened with one patient) 
there was no Midwives Act and no district nurses in that 
area; there was the sense of doing something daring and 
unknown, and the young workers of the present could 
not realise the difficulties of the past when all connected 
with the Hospital were pioneers. The best and most 
up-to-date teaching in midwifery was however given, 
and many valuable lessons were learnt that were just as 
applicable to-day : (1) patience, and only to be the hand- 
maid of nature; (2) taking care of the patient during 
pregnancy (now called ‘“‘the new midwifery ’’); (3) the 
value of a learner being allowed to do and not only see 
a great deal. Dr. Annie McCall gave a resumé of the 
year’s work; out of 1,200 midwifery cases there was only 
one death; 1,445 new out-patients attended the dispensary 
for the general diseases of women and children; the 
tuberculosis dispensary on the Camac-Wilkinson system 
was re-opened last autumn. Miss Ritchie (hon. secretary) 
presented a very satisfactory annual report, from which 
we quote, as of special interest to midwives, the following 
case :— 

“‘She was a primipara of 28, who was to have been 
attended in her own home, but was sent in for ante- 
partum hzmorrhage. Placenta previa centralis was 
found, and the os being dilated to 55- podalic version 
was attempted unsuccessfully. Then, on the grounds of 
the patient’s very serious condition, axis-traction forceps 
were applied very carefully, the head being firmly fixed, 
and with some difficulty, after 4 tractions, the patient 
was delivered of a living child, 5 lbs. 10 ozs. The placenta 
and membranes were apparently complete. On the third 
day a rigor occurred, the temperature 102.6 The next 
day, after another rigor, it rose to 107.2, and on three 
other occasions was 106°. These rigors recurred 24 times, 
often lasting 4 to ? hour. In spite of this the pulse rate 
was slow in proportion to the amount of fever—the only 
hopeful sign. The treatment was strychnine in 3-minim 
doses and quinine. The last rigor was on the forty-fifth 
day, but the patient went home well on the fifty-fifth 
day.” 








EAST END MOTHERS’ LYING-IN HOME. 


At the annual meeting on Wednesday of last week 
the Chairman, Mr. Owen Larkester, M.R.C.S., told the 
assembled gatnering that at !ast they had attained a 
very great wish and had acquired premises which would 
not only provide 20 more beds for tne patients, but 
better accommodation for the staff. The problem now 
to be faced was the cost, and £14,000 was pleaded for 
so that the debt could be wiped out. 

Later the visitors made a tour of tne newly acquired 
and cleverly adapted premises. The former sleeping 
quarters of the staff will be used after the necessary a!tera- 
tions as part of an enlarged out-patient department; 
and there are some excellent good-sized and airy cubicles 
for the nurses upstairs, each with a large window. The 
walls are pairted a pretty biscuit colour with a green dado. 
A large basement rooin will be set apart for the lectures 
to nurses, many of whom come from outside, and there 
is a pleasant dining room for them on the ground floor. 

On each floor where there are patients there is a labour 
ward equipped like a theatre; the wards are bright and 
cheerful, and were ful! of smiling mothers and sleeping 
babies. Dr. Oxley, lecturer to the hospital, kindlv 
explained everything in detail; one particularly good 
feature now possible is the reservation of two beds, in a 
ward apart from tne rest of the hospital, for special cases 
needing observation. Some of the wards are named 
after the doctors who have done so much to bring the 
hospital to its present state of efficiency, and one (‘‘ the 
Pearly King "’) is a remirder of the banding together of the 
costers who made the gift possible. The experience 
gained by the nurses is excellent, as all emergencies are 
dealt with here, including difficult cases sent from othe: 
jnstitutions. 
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The ante-natal clinic is well and even eagerly attended, 7 
and to this fact must be attributed part of the credit 7 
for the absence of cases that ‘“‘ go wrong.”” Out of 999 
in-patients received last year not one life was lost. 

One is always conscious on visiting this hospital of a 
happy and harmonious atmosphere and a joyous interest in 
and enthusiasm for the great work being carried on. 


UNMARRIED MOTHERS. 


The annual meeting of the National Council for the 
Unmarried Mother and her child, held at Carnegie House 
(117, Piccadilly, London,) on Thursday last, which was 
presided over by Lord Henry Cavendish Bentinck, M.P., 
who congratulated the Council on its untiring activity and 
on the fact that there was now a more favourable public 
opinion on the whole question. The Home Secretary had 
stated that he hoped to see the Legitimacy Bill, introduced ~ 
by the Government and passed by the House of Lords, 
through both Houses this session. A tribute of thanks 
was paid to Captain Bowyer, M.P., for his many years of 
unwearied efforts and for what he hoped to do in the 
future with the Bastardy Bill (1925). A discussion on 
“The Mental Deficiency Act as it affects unmarried 
mothers "’ was opened by Mrs. W. A. Potts (Birmingham), 
who said it was calculated that about 30 per cent. of un- 
married mothers were mentally unstable; in workhouse 
wards were seen women whose will was feeble or mentality 
low, themselves, perhaps, children of degenerates who had 
had one or more illegitimate children. It was difficult to 
obtain certificates of these as mental defectives, unless, 
as a mental defective, Poor Law relief had been received, 
or there was evidence of mental deficiency at an early age. 
Lady Nott Bower stated that, under the Poor Law system, 
a woman could not leave her child while she went to look — 
for work, and yet she had no home to take it to; the great] 
need was for more hostels, wisely managed, with reason- 
able natural surroundings, care of the baby and provision 
of daily work. 


MIDWIVES CLUB. 


Midwifery Lectures (M.E.M.).—The syllabus for the 
C.M.B. examination has been slightly amplified for the 
longer training, and is included in the new rules issued by 
the C.M.B. The lectures should cover this syllabus; 
it contains practically nothing that has not previously” 
been included in a good course. The chief additions are” 
the care of the infant up to one month and the section” 
on drug runs—‘‘the use of such drugs and _ solutions > 
as may be required in practice, the conditions which call” 
for their use, the mode of their administration or applie, 
cation, and their dangers.” ; 





In the House of Commons recently, Mr. Groves? 


asked the Minister of Health whether he was aware 

that over 4,000 women died per year in Great Britain 
at childbirth; whether he was prepared to circula- 

rise all local authorities to urge the establishment of 
ante-natal clinics, where the best skilled advice would be? 
obtainable, and arrange, where the prospective mother 
was too poor to engage the services of a qualified medical 

man, that this service should be provided freely; and 
whether he would cause investigation to be made relating 
to the present provision of maternity homes. Mfr, 
N. Chamberlain replied that he was sending the hon. 

member a copy of the June, 1924, circular, and the report 

referred to in it; and saw no need for any special investi 

gation on this point. 

In the annual report of Loughborough Junction and 
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre it is stated that 
to make good mothers who nurse their children well and 
are proud of their good health is the aim of the Centre; 
the treatment of disease lies outside its province; sound 
dieting, sound teeth, and sound mental development” 
depend on the care of the parents, and that so many profit 
by the Welfare Centre to learn the best way to secure 
these, and welcome the health visitors, must commend it 
to all the friends who help the Centre so faithfully. 








